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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE publisher feels it incumbent upon 
him to state that, the documents contained 
in this work, viz. a plan of the apartments, 
the depositions, and the account of the co- 
roner's inquest, are all official papers with 
which he has been furnished by the proper 
authorities. 

For the letter, which contains the inter- 
esting narrative of this horrid transaction, 
the publisher is highly indebted to a gen- 
tleman, through whose kindness he has 
been favoured with a copy. He is also 
most grateful to the same gentleman for a 
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plan of the Duke's apartments, laid down 
according to the scale annexed, together with 
indications of the respective chambers, to 
which reference is made throughout the 
letter. 'Having obtained permission, the 
publisher now begs leave to communicate 
this interesting letter to the public: wherein, 
nothing has been altered, nothing added 
or omitted, in matter or expression. It 
goes forth as originally drawn u0 ^3 j^ the 

• T 

writer, whose opinions and obiefvatibhS' 
were founded upon ocular dembnstfatroil 
or personal investigation into eV^ty Fabt 
which he has detsliled. Th6 'p6i*Spicuitjr 
and ability with which' he availed hitnself 
of the facilities afforded to the publfc, 
during several days, will be best appre- 
ci a ted by the perusal of his letter, to* 
which,* therefore, without futthfef • observ" 
tion, the publisher presumes to 'reftr* I: 
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Middlesex. — 77ie Information of his Royal 
Highness Ernest Augustus, DukeofCvu* 

BERLAND, 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, that, before 
three o'clock this morning, being in bed and asleep, 
he received two blows upon his h6ad, which 
awoke him, and, upon starting up, he rec^eived* 
two other blows upon his head, which, being 
accompanied with a hissing noise, it occurred to 
hitn that some bat had flown against him, being: 
between sleeping and waking, and immediately 
received two other blows; there was a lamp burn- 
ing in the room, but he did not see any body ; 
that there was a night table standing near the 
bed side, where a letter lay which was covered 

A 
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^ith blood. His Royal Highness says, he them 
got up and made for the door, which opens at 
the head of the bed ; he then received a wound 
upon his right thigh with a sabre ; he then called 
out to Neale, his page, and said there was a 
murderer in hii room, and, upoa returning to his 
bed- room with Neale, he perceived that the door, 
leading to the yellow room, was wide open, which 
is always locked the last thing when he gets into 
bed; a naked sword had been dropped, which 
he supposes must have given the wound in his 
thigh. The man who gave the blows never 
^poke a word, and, upon Neale returning with 
bis Royal Highness, the man had fled through to 
the yellow room which leads into the l)all-room, 
through the other yiellow room into the armoury, 
to the summer bed-room through the dressing- 
room into ScUia'ff room (the page whom his Royal 
Highness believes gave hia^ the wounds^. His 
Royal Highness tbei| went dowQ stairs with Neale, 
and ordered the doors to be secured, that no 
person might escape out of the apartments. His 
Royal Highness further states that, upon his re* 
turn into his bed-room^ he discoveried that the 
sword which liay upon the floor wasl^us own regi^ 
mental sword, and^ in thecloset at the foot of hiji 
bed, was found the scabbard^ with a pair of slipt 
pers belonging to Seliis, and the key of the cl6sefr 
door, which is usually on the side of the doqi 
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next the room, was found on the inside of the 
door next the closet ; there was also a dark lantern 
in the closet, and, from these circumstances, he has 
reason to believe, and doth believe, that the blows 
and wounds he received were given him by the 
8atd Joseph Sellis. His Royal Highness further 
saith, that the said Joseph Sellis had not incurred 
his displeasure, and that he had not any reason 
to think ill of him, 

The mark of 

a 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 

CUMBERLAND. 
Sworn before me, the 
31st May, 1810. 

J. Read. 



JMiDDLESEX*— 7%e Information of Cornelius 
Neale, Valet to his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumbeeland, 

"Who, being upon his oath, saith^ that« whilst 
he was in bed, in a room adjoining the bed*room 
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of his Royal Highness, a little before thres 
o'clock, he heard his Royal Highness call oi^ 
*^ Neale I Neale ! I am murdered !" upon whic^] 
he got oujt of bed and met the Duke of CatLjf 
berland at the door. His Royal Highness said 
the murderer was in his bed-room. Informant 
says, he jm^tantly darted into the bed-room of 
{lis Royal Highness ^nd seized the poker, and 
then perceived that the door leading into th^ 
yellow room was wide open, which he immedi- 
ately ran to, and set his foot upon a naked sword 
which was laying on the floor, just by the door. 
He took up the sword, and asked leave of his 
Royal Highness to pursue thie assassin; but his 
Royal Highness desired he would not, but to call 
the servants. His Royal Highine$s then leaiut upon 
informant's arm, and they went together into the 
porter's room, and called the porter, and he was 
ordered, by his Jloyal Highiiess, not to suffer any 
person to go out of the house. They then re-' 
. turned up stairs again, and^ upon going up stairs, 
they met Mrs. Neale, whom his Royal Highness 
desired to call Sellis. She ran to his bed-room, 
and came back again» and said the door was 
locked. . His Royal Highness then, finding him- 
self faint from loss of blood, lay down upon the 
bed. His Royal Highness then desired infor- 
mant tp look after , the assassin, and to find out 
iwhere he coulfl have been concealed. Informant 
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lipeued the door at the foot of the bed leading 
} a small room which has three closets; the 
'ater closet, the closet where informant supposed 
&e assassin liad concealed lumself, and another 
efloset for dirty linen. In the closet where he 
ipposed the assassin was concealed, inforniuiit 
B»und a pair of black leather slippers, with ihe 
;me of Sellis written in each slipper, which in- 
pDrmant believes to be of the hand wriling of 
foseph Sellis, an Italian, one of (he valets of 
is Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland; 
Ihere was also a dark lantern, a bottle of water, 
tid the scabbard of the sword which was found 
pon the floor in the bed-room; there was also 
wo bolsters, which are used in the day time ibr 
trnamenting the bed of his Iloyal Highness, and 
the key of the closet was in the inside of the 
joor, which was not usual, and could have been 
of no use but for the purpose of locking the 
loor, where he supposes the assassin had con- 
cealed himself. Informant saitli, about this time 
report came to the Duke that Sellis was mur- 
dered. Informant saith, that he assisted his 
Royal Highness to go to bed. About this time 
Mr. Home, the surgeon, came, and this infor- 
iant assisted him in binding up his wounds. In- 
formant saith, there are several wounds upon his 
5ioyai Highness's head, one upon his throat, 
hat the back of his right hand is cut across. 
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snd that there are wounds upon his left arm, am 
a wound upon the back of his right thigh, an< 
he has reason to believe that all the wound 
were given by the sword found upon the floo 
in the bed-room, which was very bloody. Infor 
mant saith that, between the Duke's room an< 
informant's rppm, there are three doors, bu 
only a wainscot partition between the beds. Tha 
lie never heard any noise till the Duke called out 
Neale ! Neale ! I am murdered ! Informant saith 
that he attended his Royal Highness to bed las 
night about twelve o'clock ; and, after his Roya 
Highness had passed the j^Uow room (which h 
always does when he gdes to bed), informan 
shut the door, and is very sure he locked it, am 
he afterwards remained in the Duke's room unti 
his Royal Highness got into bed. No othe 
person was in the room, and his Royal Highnes 
desired informant would call him at seven o'clock 
Informant went out, by the doors leading to hi 
own room, and ordered the housemaid to ligh 
his Royal Highness's fire at six o'clock; he thai 
went to his own room, and went to bed. Th 
doors between his Royal Highness's bed^roon 
and the bed-room of this informant were shut 
but not locked. His bed-room door next th 
passage is always open ; that he is very wakeful 
and if any one had come in that way, he mufl 
either have heard or seen him ; and there bek^ 



AK ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE. 15 

_ 110 othfir ehtraikze to his Rdyal Highnesses bed** 

room but the door from the yellow room, which 

he left locked, this mformant verily believes that 

t tb^ said Joseph Selli^, or some other person who 

^made the assault upon his Royal Highness, must 

[ have concealed himself in the closet where be 

; found the slippers, the dark lantern, and th6 

scabbard of the sword. Informant datth, that 

the said Joseph Sellis had taken out his Royat 

Highness's. uniform and the sword, and brought 

them into his bed-room for a regiment inspectioft* 

which did not take place, and Sellis aftefwarda 

returned the regimentals to the wardrobe, but 

left the sword in the bed-room, where informattt 

believes he saw the sword some time yesterday* 

CORNELIUS NEALE. 
Sworn before me, 
May SI; Idia 

J. Read. 



Middlesex. — 77/e Information of Ann, the 

Wife of Cornelius Neale, Hotcsekeeper to 

. hii Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon oath^ saith, that she was called 
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up this morning, about three o'clock, by her 
husband, and at the same time heard bis Royal 
Highness exclaim that he had been murdered.^ 
Upon going into Mr. Neale's room (called the 
Page's Room) she found his Royal Highness 
bleeding very much.' Mr. Neale was with him. 
His Royal Highness desired her to call the ser* 
vants, and, after his Royal Highness had got 
back to his bed-room, she went and called Joseph 
Sellis at his room door, but no one answered; 
the door was fast. The porter was with her, 
and tried to open it, but could not. He then 
knocked very violently at the door, but no one. 
answered. She then tried to open the door of 
the- yellow room, leading to the ball-room, but 
could not open it, and found afterwards that 
the door was bolted withinside, which she never 
knew it to be before. Informant saith, that she' 
then returned by the ball-roOm through the yel- 
low rooms, and through the summer rooms, to 
get at Sellis's room the other way, and thinks 
five or six minutes had elapsed since they tried 
at the first door; and, just as she got to the bed- 
room door, she heard a guggling sort of noise 
like Water in a man's throat, and heard a drop« 
ping on the floor like water, and the portei 
looked into the room and exclaimed good God ! 
Mr. Sellis has cut his throat; upon which she 
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became very much frightened, and went away 
and desired the porter to get assistance. Infor- 
inaht'Says that .the folding doors, leading from the 
ball-rboni into the yellow rponi^ were shut/ and all 
the other doors^ from the ball-room to Sellis's 
room, were open. ^ 

ANN NEALE. 



Informant farther saith, that she has known 
Joseph Sellis for near twelve years, and for the 
last five years he has lived in his Royal Highness's 
service: says that he was very obstinate and 
quarrelsome, and would not bear contradiction, 
not even from his Royal Highness, and would 
never acknowledge himself in fault. Had ob- 
served nothing particular in his deportment 
ately. He had been ill for three wetks or a 
nonth of a violent cold, but was getting better 
>f it. Informant says, that his Royal Highness 
?ad been very kind to him, jand about a week 
)r ten days ago had permitted him to go within 
he carriage, instead of riding on the outside, 
vhich he had been accustomed to do. She has 
lo reason to believe that he had any grudge to 
lis Royal Highness: — that, during his illness, his 
loyal . Highness permitted him to go to bed^ 

B 
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instead of sitting up for him, which it was his 
place to do every third night. That, during the 
last four or five years, his Royal Highness had 
allowed his wife and family to live in the hous^ 
with an allowance of coals and candles. That 
(after the hirth of the last child) ahout three 
months ago, his Royal Highness ami the Prin- 
cess Augusta stood for the christening hy proxies, 
and, she has heard Sellis say, that the Queen had 
made him a present of two pieces of IndlaQ 
muslin, and that the Princess Augusta had al 
given him a piece, with several other preset 
for the child's baptism. Informant saith 
the Duke of Cumberland was very partial to 
Sellis, and always had him to travel with him. — 
Says that he lived very much to himself, and 
was very distant with all his Royal Highness's 
other servants. His principal acquaintances w( 
a Mr. Greville, Page to the Duke of Cambridj 
and a Mr. and Mrs. Dupre, Wax-chandler, 
Jermyn-street. Mrs, Dupre was Mrs. Sellii 
confidential friend. Infofmant says that thei 
are a pair of green doors across the gallery yhi 
separates his Rnyal Highness's apartments fn 
the Queen's puhlic rooms, which are always ki 
locked, of which she has the key; hut thi 
was another key, which Sellis had, and which 
iofornied her his Royal Highness had permiti 
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him ttf gM made iti order that he might pass 
fr(Hn his Ro^I High^ss^ apartfnents to where 
ills wife lived without going out of doors^ and 
that he must have parsed that way yesterday. 
Informant farther says^ that, in passing through 
the ball-room and the yellow room adjoining, she 
found the upper part of the window^shutters 
open in the ball-room, the yellow room adjoining, 
and one in the spare bed-*room, which were usually 
shut at night. 

ANN NEALE 

Sworn before me, 
May 31, 1810. 

J« Read. 



Middlesex. — The Information of Benjamin 
Smith, Porter to his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, that this 
morning, at about a quarter before three o'clock, 

B 2 
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he was called up by his Royal Highness and Mr. 
Neale, the Valet. Neale cried out his Royal 
[Highness is murdered. That he immediately 
. got upy and saw his Royal Highness all over blood. 
They desired him to alarm the servants ; and, 
- having, armed himself with a sword, he then 
went and gave directions to the centries to stop 
every one who should come out of the door. The 
outer door was fastened, and the area door was 
locked. He returned and met Mrs. Neale, the 
house-keeper, and the yager, and they went to the 
door of Sellis's room. Informant says he called 
through the key-hole of the door, and knocked 
at the same time with the sword he had in his 
hand, but no one answered, and they thought 
that Seilis could not be there; informant says he 
was then sent to Sellis's wife's apartments, and 
one of his children answered that he was sleeping 
in the house, meaning the Duke's private apart- 
ments. He then went round, with Mrs. Neale 
and ■ the yager, through the drawing-room and 
the summer-apartments, and thinks ten minutes 
might have passed from the time he knocked at 
the first door (but, being frightened, he cannot 
speak to the exact time); that, just as they got 
near the door of Sellis's bed-room, he heard a gug- 
gling noise, that appeared to him to come fron 
the throat of some person ; he thinks Sellis's rooH 
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door was open, but neither he nor Mrs. Neale 
nor the yager went in, but, being very much, 
frightened, and suspecting, from the noise they 
heard, tliat some other person had been murdered, 
they went back again to get fartlier assistance. 
Informant farther says thit, in passing through 
the ball-room and the summer-apaitnients, he 
perceived the upper part of some of the window- 
shutters a little upon the jar. Informant says 
that Joseph Sellis came into his apartment, 
last night, before the Duke came from Green- 
wich, and asked who was for Windsor; and was 
answered the yager. Informant then asked Sellis if 
the Duke was going to Windsor to-morrow. 
Sellis answered, that he believed the Duke intend- 
ed to go ; that Sellis then went, as informant 
believes, up to the Duke's apartments, and he 
does not recollect that he saw him afterward*. 

BENJAMIN SMITH. 

Sworn before me, 

May 31, 1810, 

I J. Read. 
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Mip^LEfiEx. — JZre Iffformation of Matthhw 
Hekbt GRi^sLiN, Servant to his J^oyal High- 
n^s the Duke o/'Cumb^erland, 

• Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he was 
called up' this morning, about three o'clock, by 
Mrs. Neale, who said; get up \ get up ! the 
Dtike is murdered ! Informant says he got up, 
and took a pair of pistols with him, and, when he 
came to the sitting-room nej^t his Royal Highness'^ 
bed-room, Mrs. Ntale desired him to catt Joseph 
Seilis, but he was not able to find the way to the 
apartments where Seftis and his wife lived, and 
cathe back a^ain, and then the porter ' went and 
bfbught back word that Scllis was sleeping in 
ftre' Duke's house. He then went, in company of 
Bfrsf. Neafi antJ fche^ porter, ^6 8elHs's zoom door, 
whert they called and knocked, but no one an- 
swefefL They then, went round by the ball-room 
and summer-apartments, and searched, as they 
went on, till they came to the (fibet diOQi of SelUs's 
room, where they heard a noipe : like/vic^^t^ in 
some man's throat, and the porter cried out Seilis 
IS murdered ! The door of the room w^s open, 
but neither of them went into the room, they 
went back for farther assistance. Informal 
says, that he saw Seilis last night about eigl 
o'clock, in the 'porter's room ; he came thei 
and asked who was for Windsor to-morrow. Info 
mant says, he answered that he was. Informal: 
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farther says, that, in passing through the ball- 
room and the summer-apartments, two window- 
abutters of tlie ball-room were a little open, and one 
window shutter, in each of the other rooms was 
a little open at the top. 

MATTHEW HENRY GRASLIN. 
Sworn before me, the 
31st of May, 1810, 

J. Read. 



ifiDDLESEx. — The hifoTmation of Joseph 
^ CttEiGHTON, Serjeant in the Coldstream Guards, 

, Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he was 
©ne of the Serjeants of the King's Guard on duty 
at St. James's, and was called from the Guard- 
room, at half-past three o'clock, to his Royal 
^ighness the Duke of Cumberland's apartments. 
When he entered the hall, he found two servants, 
^nd was told that his Royal Highness had been 
IFOunded ; and says, that he saw a good deal of 
blood in the hall and upon the stair-case. That he 
went with two or three soldiers, with arms, up 
(tairs, and went through the suite of apartments 
nto the room where the dead man lay ; the door 
on the jar ; the servant who preceded us tur- 
ned back, and one of the soldiers took the candle 
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out of Ilis hand and went into the room, and 
informant followed him. They found a man, 
whom he has since understood to be Sellis, lying 
on his back on the bed, with his throat cut; his 
shirt was very bloody ; a razor with a white han- 
dle lay on the floor, about two feet from the bed. 
Sellis had on a pair of pantaloops and stpcKings, 
but neither shoes nor coat, and, if he had on a 
waistcoat, it did not appear in front There was 
a wash-hand-basin standing on the table with a 
little water in it, appearing as if some one had 
been washing their bloody hands in it. Infor^ 
mant says he picked up the razor and put it upon 
the table; the razor was bloody. I^elli^ .w^ 
quite dead when he came into the room, biit not 
cold. There was no appearance of Sellis having 
struggled ; his hands were straight down, and 
the blood, all in a froth, running from his neck. 

J, CREIGHTON, 

Serjeant Coldstream Guards. 

Sworn before me, 
M*y31, 1810, 

J. Read. 
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Middlesex. — The Information of Thomas 
Strickland Under Butter to his Hoyal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon oath, saith, that he saw 
Joseph Sellis last night, about ten minutes before 
eleven o'clock, in his Royal Highness's bed-room. 
He was standing by the dressing-table, with what 
appeared to this informant to be a shirt in his 
hand. Nothing passed between us. Informant 
Bays he went there, as it was usual for him to do, 
to take up his Royal Highness's cup, which he 
placed upon the stand by the bed-side. Informant 
«ays he was not surprised at seeing Sellis there, 
as he did not know but that it was his turn to be 
Jn waiting. Sellis looked earnestly at him, and 
had a smile upon his coutitenance, but did not 
speak. Sellis had his coat on, but he did not ob- 
serve any otter part of his dress, nor did betake 
notice whether there was or not a sword in the 
I'oom. Says he had very little intercourse with 
Sellis, but, when he had, he always found him' to 
be a very civil man. He left Sellis in the Duke's 
room, and nevier saw him afterwards. 

THOMAS STRICKLAND, 

Sworn before me, the 
?lstMay, 1810. 

J. Read. 
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Middlesex. — The Information ojf Sarah Var* 
LEY, Housemaid to hi^ Royal Highness the 

Duke of CuMRERLANDy 

Who, being upon her oath, saith, that it is her 
business to shut up the window-shutters of tbf 
ball-room, and the rooms upon the same floor,; 
and that, last night, she shut all the window-shutt 
ters, but without putting up the bars, and that 
she shut all the doors, except the door leading 
into Sellis's room from his Royal Highnesses dres^ 
sing-room : that she took the two bolsters ana 
coverlid, which dress the bed in the day-time^ off 
from the bed, between nine and ten o'clock las^ 
Bight, and placed them in a closet leading to tbi^ 
-water- closet, and that she locked the door, leav- 
ing the key in the door on the side ^ej^t^^h^ 
room ; she does it every night, and is peTfejqtJjf 
sure she did it last night ; infoniiai>t says thatt.J^ 
the time she placed the bolsters in the closed 
there was no sword there, nor any slipper3 or 
dark lantern ; that she has just come froin tbf 
closet where she placed the bolsters, and says, 
they are now in a very different position from 
that she left them in last night : infoirmant &i<tlK^ 
says, that she was in the housemaid's room )ast 
night, about ten o'clock ; Sarafc Tetherhead and- 
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Margaret Jones were there ; Sellis came in, and 
desired Margaret to put the sheets upon his bed^ 
sajing, I shall sleep here to-night, because, I 
think, the Duke is going to Windsor to-morrow; 
Margaret answered, very well. Sir, and then 
Sellis went away. 

SARAH VARLEY. 

Sworn before me, the 
31st of May, 181C 

J. Read* 



The farther Information of Sarah Varley, 

Who, being upon her oath, saith, that she has 
seen and examined the lantern, which was found 
iiji the closet where she placed the bolsters, and 
says, it is a small brown lantern, and hath glass 
aides, and has tin sliders to each glass to make 
it' quite dark ; that she has seen a lantern like it 
once or twice," standing upon the drawers in Mn 
Sellis's dreSiSing-room, and she hath seen him 
with a lantern very like it in his hand, in the gal- 
lery, once or twice ; thinks it was above a month 
9go since she saw the lantern stand upon the 
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dressing-table and is very sure that it was a 
square lantern. 

SARAH VARLEV, 

Sworn before me, the 
Ist of June, 1810. 

J. Read. 



]diDDi<£SEx. — The Information o/* Antonio 

Pan z ERA, 

Who, upon his oath, says, that he has lived 
with his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, as 
his valet de chambre, about three years ; that he 
knew Sellis by sight before he (this informant) 
came to live with his Royal Highness, ahd has 
seen him frequently since at Windsor and iii 
town, but that he never called upon Sellis linlefsi 
lie had a message to deliver from his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Sussex, nor did Sellis ever call 
upon this informant in town. He was in n<^ 
habits of intimacy with Sellis, When his Rpy^ 
Highness the Duke of Sussex and his Royat 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland wfere *a^ 
Windsor, he frequently met him, and says, thjil] 
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^ellis has several times told him that, if he could 
get another place, he sliould be very g'ad to leave 
the service of his Royal Iligliness the Duke of 
Cumberland ; giving as a reason, that he iiad a 
M'ife and a large family, and that he could not 
support them %vithout better wages ; that Neale, 
the other valet, had all the perquisites of the 
clothes, and that he (Sellis) lived upon ill terms 
with Neale. Informant saith, that, on the 22d of 
this month, he walked with Sellis for half an hour 
in Windsor Park, when he told this informant 
that he passed many unhappy hours, and that his 
situation was very uncomfortable, on account of 
a person in the house, of the name of Neale, whom 
he could swear robbed and plundered his Hoyal 
^Highness the Duke of Cimiberland at different 
times. He said that his Royal Highness had 
used him ill, by very often speaking sharp to him, 
ind that he thouglit, if Neale was not there, he 
hould he treated better, and that Neale also used 
rim very ill: and farther says, that Sellis, during 
liis conveisatioD, appeared very much dejected, 
.nd more low in spirits than he had ever seen him 
before. Says he has never met Sellis at any other 
iplace, except, once or twice, at the Opera, aad 
does not know whom he associated with; that he 
was a man of very few words, and never said 
10 much to him as he did on the day he has nten- 
lued ; but that, whenever he has nut SeUis> he 
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has always expressed a wish to leave his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland. Says that 
Sellis always appeared to him to be a very mild 
man, and not addicted to drink. 

ANTONIO PANZERA, 

Sworn before me, the 
31st of May, 1810, 

J* Read. 



Middlesex — The Information of Feedikavp 
BuRzio, of Charles Street^ Grosvenar Squatty 
Jeweller^ 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he has 
known Joseph Sellis about 14 or \6 years, \m\ 
been in the habit of frequently seeing him, bat; 
not for the last five weeks. Before that timete 
used to call very often at the apartments of Ui 
Royal Highness the Duke of CumberUmd, miAL\ 
articles of jewellery ; but never met Sellis at 
third place. Says that Sellis was a man who 
much to himself; that he always considered 
a very orderly good man. Informant saith tii( 
about five montlis ago, Sellis came to his 



\ 
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and asked informant to look out for a place for 
^him. Informant said. Good God, what, do you 
iinean to ruin yourself! You must not think for 
yourself, you must think for your family ; upon 
that, informant says, Sellis left him, and went 
away apparently satisfied. 

FERDINAND BERZIO. 

Sworn before me, the 
31st of May, 1810, 

J. Read. 



I 



L 



Middlesex. — Tfie Information of Mart Ann 
Sellis, JVidow, 

Who, upon her oath, saith that, Joseph Sellis. 
her late husband, had been with her nearly the 
whole of yesterday ; that he went to market, and 
afterwards walked, with her and the children, into 
the Park, and did not leave her till ten o'clock 
last night, when he went away, saying, he should 
ileep at the Duke's, in order that the maid might 
sleep with her to nurse the young child ; when he 
went away the door was locked after him, and 
she never saw him afterwards. That, when he 
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walked with her in the Park, he had on paiiU* 
loons, with shoes and half-gaiters, and she verily 
believes he had on his shoes and gaiters when be 
left her at night, as she never saw him pull them 
off, and they are not left behind him, and that 
he scarcely ever wore slippers at home : informant 

s^ys, that her late husband had been ill of a vie- 

♦ 

lent cold for four or five weeks, but he seemed to 
her to be more cheerful and happy yesterday, on 
account of their young child being better. Infor- 
mant says that, about a fortnight ago, she heard 
him, in conversation with her sister, complain 
of his health ; she overheard him say, in answer 
to sonie observation that fell from her sister, that 
death is a debt we must all pay, sooner or later. 
Informant says that he, last night, at supper, talked 
much of preparations, which were to be made^for 
dressing the children for the birth-day, and de- 
sired her to take care and get her gown in time, 
she having been busied in making up son^e muslin, 
that had been given to her husband, by the Queea 
and Princess Augusta, for her and the children 2 
informant farther says that, to prevent her hus^ 
band sleeping down stairs, she had put tlie chikk 
in the bed where the maid used to sleep, and toldl 
him sihe should not want the assistance ^of^thint 
maid in the room, but he told her that the Djukb 
had said perhaps he might go to iWindsof to^ 
morrow morning, aind therefore he should sleep. 
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below Stairs, as upon these occasions he was it* 
customed to do. That he took no lantero witii 
bira, nor his gloves or hat ; nor had he ony Uifi 
tern bclongiug to him but one, wjiith is UiOw in 
the house, and is the one which ehe now pro- 
duces. That slic never lieard him make any com- 
])laint of His Royal Higliness the Duke of ,Guni- 
berland, but i'clt himseif much gratified by tlie 
honour wliich his RoyaJ Highness and tbe Pria- 
cess Augusta had done him, by standing for their 
last child, and for tjie presents thc^ had made 
them ; and fartlier says, tliat licr Uoyal Higlines! 
the Piincfss Elizabeth had also scut her presents 
two years running. Informant says, tiiat she 
knows oi nothing luingiiig upon his mind ; that 
be was not particularly straightcnwl in Im cir- 
cumstances at tliat time, and slie does not know 
that lie was in debt, or that he owes any bill, but 
to the apothecary : that the tailor brouglit home 
Bome clothes for him tliis morning ; that lie never 
drank spirits, or any thing but beer to his meals ; 
that iie made her a little brandy and water last 
night, for a spasm she had in her stomach, hut 
tid not touch it himself, ahliough she asked him 
;o do so. That he uas always at home, and de- 
H>^qd the whole of his time to her, not having 
[pent one evening out since she lay in, i>ow about 
eight months ago ; that Mr. W^idhUn, the .bwtter- 
man, and Mr. Greville, his Royal Highness the 
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Duke of Cambridge's valet, were the persons be 
saw the most of, and they very seldom called 
upon him ; that he did not belong to any club or 
meeting, and never went out of doors for a week 
together, when any thing was a matter either 
with her or the children ; that he had a key to 
the green-baize doors which communicate with 
his Royal Highnesses apartments, which he always 
kept himself, and wore it in his waistcoat pocket, 
and she heard him unlock the outer door, last 
night, when he left her, the same key opening 
that door as well as the green-baize doors. That 
he took his clean linen down stairs with him, 
and promised to bring back his dirty linen this 
morning, and desired her to roast the veal to- 
morrow, (meaning to-day,) and that he would 
remind her of it when he came in the morning. 
That^ during his last illness, he has frequently 
complained of a giddiness in his head, and, when 
she has proposed to him, upon these occasions, to 
walk out in the air, he has always said that lying 
down would relieve him ; she has asked frequently 
to consult an apothecary about his health, and 
his answer always was, that nourishing things 
were better than medicines. 

MARY ANN SELLHk 
Sworn before me, the 
31st of May, 1810, 

J, Read. 
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The farther Information ^ the said Mary Ann 
Sellis, 

Who, being upon her oath, saith, that her 
husband never was accustomed to take any lan- 
tern or candle with him when he went from home 
into the Duke's apartments ; that there is a lamp, 
always burning, on the stair-case leading to the 
gallery-door; that there is no lamp at present be- 
tween the 6r3t door and the green doors ; she has 
heard that there used to be one, but the lamp- 
lighter had taken it away, and that, between the 
green door and Duke's bed-room, lights are always 
burning until the Duke goes to bed ; informant 
aaith that, about two years ago, she heard that her 
busband had some disagreement with his Ruyai 
Highness, owing to a quarrel that had taken place 
between her husband and Neale, and he then 
told her that he had wrote to his Royal Higliness 
expressing a wish to leave his service, but that 
be got no answer to it. He said that Majur 
Thornton and Capt. Stephenson had told him to 

' make himself happy and not to mind any tiling 
about Neale's tjuarrel. Informant farther saith, 
that she never had the least reason to believe that 

Lher husband was deranged. Informant farther 

Icaith, that she remonstrated with him upon Lis 

I cs 



3^ ¥fSrVT« PETAfi Of 

xrishes to go away, and stated to htm the advan- 
tages which they received from apartments and 
coals aqd eap^les ; and iih« Mys 6h« «9£|»re«9ed 
her wish to him that be would make himself hap- 
py and stay, and not to make her unhappy by talk- 
ing to her of it again, Vid ^be aaya hct haa iw^er 
mentipjxed it to hf r mofi^ x^w «bpHt two ywft 
ago. 



MARY ANN SpSLUSL 



Swarp before mc, the 
Ut June, IQIO. 

J. Read. 
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The Information of Aw Hill, Servant to J^rs* 

S^LLISy 

ft 

Who, being; upon her o?ith, saith, that she re- 
members sieeing her master as he went from homa 
on Wednesday night last;; that i|he let him oirt 
and locked the dopr after him, and she say3 that 
he had on pantaloons and walking-shoe3* 

Tliemarkx of ANN HILL, 
This witneis$ waa nQt SiWCfXk 
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Middlesex. — The Information of Samuei* 
^THoiktA« AbAki^^ £sq. of Great Russell-street^ 
Bloomsbury^ 



Wb^ beitig upon his Mth, saith, thbt he was 
QkWtA in^ this mortiitig) upon the death of a servant 
of his Roydl Highness the Duke of Cumbferlandj 
whose name is Joseph SeHis ; and, upon examina^ 
tion of the pott^folio of the daid Joseph SelliSi id 
his bedit^mn^ ykh^tt he now Kes^ he found thtS 
two Ifttet'S liow produced^ marked A, and B. 
both signed Joseph Sellis^ atid appearing all ia 
the 8§me hand^wriiing ; one of thim addressed to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland ; 
the cither addressed to Capt Stephenson. Thtt 
one is dated 4th May, 1808^ and the other n 
dated Joly % 1809. 



SAM. THOS. ADAMS. ^ 



SwOrn before nC| the 
Sist May^ l»10. 



i.% 



£AD* 






•:f 
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Copy of Letter marked A. 

St.Jame9% July 9^ 1808. 
Sir, 

I am extremely anxious to know 
his Royal Highnesses deicisiop concerning the evi- 
dence produced before you against Mr. Neale^ 
and I beg you, Sir, to have the goodness to reir 
lieve me from this most disagreable suspense ; if 
I may^ Sir, judge from iappearance, either bis 
Royal Highness is not acquainted with what 
has been proved, or his Royal Highness has 
entirely forgiven him ; should the former be 
the case, Sir, I hope you will have the good- 
ness to acquaint his Royal Highness to the 
full extent of the roguery of this man ; and here 
it may be necessary to say, that the witnesses^ 
you have examined are all of them ready to 
take their oaths in a Court of Justice, and there 
to assert what they have already said before you ; 
but. Sir, should his Royai Highness have for? 
given him, and then I must be under the. most 
disagreeable necessity to beg his Royal Highness 
to have the goodness to dispose of me as his Roy- 
al Highness may think proper, so that I may not 
have the mortification to live and act in the $ame 
room with a man I have convicted as a rogue, 
and with whom no human being i$ able to live 
upon friendly terms. Had it been his Royif} 
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Higliness's pleasure to have had tliis business in 
Court of Justice, the man u'ould have been 
transported at least for seven years ; and what I 
am going to communicate to you now is, I be. 
lieve, transportation for life. I have been told. 
Sir, that Mr. Neale cheats his Royal Higimess in 
every thing he buys; in two different articles 1 
have already ascertained this to be the fact, on 
'the tooth-picks he gains 50 per 100, by charging 
eighteen- pence for that for which he only pays 
one shilling ; and on the soap he charges two 
shillings for that which lie only pays eightecn- 
pence; and should his Royal Highness wishing 
to proceed with these discoveries, it will be found 
that the dishonesty of this man has no bounds. 
The evidence you have taken, Sir, and what I 
have communicated to Major Thornton, with 
■which also you must be acquainted, you must, 
•£ir, be satisfied that this man is as great a villain 
.'AS ever existed ; no oath or promise is binding 
iivith him, he relates alike that wliich he must 
tfcave sworn to keep sacred in his bosom, as he 
!will a most trifling thing, and slanders, and 
threatens with public exposure and large dama- 
.ges, his benefactor and only maker of his fortune, 
^ust as he would one of his own stamp. Sir, to 
^rve his Royal Highness I have always thought 
^t as my greatest honour, and to serve liim in any 
jtuation that hjs Royal Highness may be pleased 



M 
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to place me shall always be the greatest pri< 
my life |, but no longer can I live with this i 
iter. I have. Sir, served his Royal Highnes 
nearly twelve yeara, and would rather fore§ 
Xhy wishes aod pretensions^ and beseech hid E 
Highness to allow me permission to look ou 
another place. To your goodness I trust, 
that you will lay my case before hb Royal E 
ncasit and acquaint me with his Royal Highi 
pleasure* 

I have the hbnouf to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient 

And most humble serrai 

J. SEL 

B. C. Stephenson, Esq. 
Exhibited to me, May 31, 
ISlOr— J. Read; 



Copy of a Letter marked B. 



■ ■ I 



May 4, : 
May it please your Royal Highness, 

I take the liberty to beg 
Royal Highness would, hdve the goodness tfi 
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in your consideration the uncomfortable and most 
unpleasant way in wliicli I travel. To be upon 
the carriage-box has always been lo me the moat 
disawreeabte of all sfnevant-es: I buve, huwever, 
persevered to ride upon it vitliout coniplaiuiug;, 
to please and gratify your Royal Highness, and 
10 the hopes that wljen your Uoyai Higbnesss 
Brothei-3 should discontinue to make their servants 
travel in the same way, that your Royal Highness 
would be ])teased to follow tbeir example. For 
this reason, I now take the liberty lo mention to 
your Royal Highness, that his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales takes his servants with him 
in the carriage, or sends them in a post-chaise. 
The Duke of Sussex has followed the Prince's ex- 
ample, and his Royal Highni-ss the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, whenever his R.ijal Highness cannot take 
his servant in the carnage, sends him by tlie 
stage, or in a post-chaise (livery-servants except- 
ed). I most humbly intreat your Royal Highness 
4d discontinue a thing whicli has preyed in my 

Inind, and has hurt me more than ten years hard 

labour could have done. 

1 have the honour to be, 
YtniT Royal Highness's most faithful, 
And most devoted bumble Servant, 
JOSEPH SELLIS. 

Exhibited to me. May 31, 
1810.— J. Read. 
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Middlesex. — The farther Infarmatum of Sa- 
muel Thomas Adams, Esq. Coroner^ 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he came 
to the apartment of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland about ten o'clock yesterday room* 
ing, and after viewing the body of Joseph Sellis, 
and after finding the letters, mentioned in his for- 
mer deposition, he looked round the roomi and 
observed a pair of shoes at the foot of the bed, 
and a pair of half-gaiters in the chair on the left* 
hand side of the chest of drawers. That, upon 
observing the door of the room, next the head of 
the bed, to have no key in it, he made a searcfa 
for it, and in the closet, the door of which was 
locked, and which he unlocked, he found the^ 
key, which fitted the lock: the door was not 
locked, but fastened by a small bolt under the 
lock. And informant farther says that, this morn- 
ing, lie directed a man to search the pockets of 
the deceased, and, in his presence, he took out of 
his right hand breeches-pocket a key that un- 
locked the green-baize door, placed across the 
gallery. 

SAMUEL THOMAS ADAMS^ 
Sworn before me, this 
1st June, 1810, 

J» Read. 
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Middlesex. — The farther Information o/Mat- 
' THEW Henry Grasun, Yager to his Royal 
I Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon his oath, saitb that, after he 
got to the door of Selljs's room, with Mrs. Neale 
and Benjamin Smith, the porter, and found that 
StUis's throat was cut, they thought t!ie murderer 
was still in the house, and \rent to get farther as- 
sistance; they first called up Ball, then White, 
and afterwards Strickland and Richardson, who 
sleep together, in one room. Informant says, he 
told them all that Sellia had been murdered, and 
the Duke nearly so : some soldiers vere then Wait- 
ing in the hall, and Ball joined the soldiers and 
came up stairs with them. — Informant says, that 
he and Mrs. Neale and Smith, the porter, staid 
below ii> the porter's room, — he thinks that not 
more than ten minutes had passed, when Ball and 
the soldiers went up stairs, from the time he, 
Mrs. Neale, and Smith, had left Sellis's room to 
go for assistance; and, during that interval, he 
does not believe that any person went to the 

room. I 

M. HENRY GRASLIN. 

gwom before me, the 

p jstof June, 1910, 

J. Read. 
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JAitr^ht^tx.-^The tnforfnation of Jami:» Paw- 
lEt, Valet t&hk Rthfal Highness the Duke of 

Whd, belrtg Hpdti hi* Oath, idith, that hft Was 
iJifclled up by Mrt. Nealcl, about three tfcXotk ye»- 
terd&y momirtg: he first *a\(r the Duktf. in his 
dwn room, iMrsl Ne^)e :vra* holding of hiiti ; that 
he (informslnt) assisted in holding him; thery 
wef^e then three lights in the roomj the Duk« 
0aili that he was murdered, and that the Riur* 
derer Oiust be in the room ; the doors of the room 
iMeye open. Mr. Neale wanted to go away to 
)dOk' after' the murderer, but the Duke told him 
Aot, and desired o$ to call Sellis. Mrs. Neataf 
went to call Sellis^ and some oi^e came and said 
^llis Wa9 murdefed. loformatit says^ ho did ndl 
^uit the room till Mr. Home, the sorgeon^eafilg; 
und that he, Mr. Home, and Mn Neale^ e»ati[\iii^ 
cd the closet, and found the scabbard of tlM 
SiHrOrd, the lantern, a pair of i^tippers with SelMi^ 
name VA dKSm, and a bottle of water. InfantaKl 
aays, fhdt he staid iu the room, with the Duk^ tiB 
the Prince of Wales and the Duke's other brotlwis 
came. Informant farther saith, that he has liv^ 
&yt years with Sellis, but never had mtfftfe 
conversation with him; that he was a positive 
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obstinate man, but not partioularly ]U'4;empcre<l. 
Informant says, that Neale and Sellis were never 
friends, they had disputed about the Duke's ward^ 
-robe. Informant says, he hath heard Sellis say^ that 
he could not live with the Duke if Neale was kept; 
and he beh'eves Sellis had a greatrtdislike to Neale: 
that SdJiSj for the last fckir or five week», bath 
complained of a cold ; but injformant says, hedM 
not observe much alteration or dilTerence ki-bfiM: 

JAMES JPAtrtET, 

Sworn before me,' the : : i. 

1st June, 1810. 



MiDDLE^EX.---3nfte Information af Ffii:pER;[CR 
GjaiVEL, Valet-^d^f^Chambre to, his Rojfat Higk^ 
ness the J)ufce ^Qahbrip^e^ 



1 1 



Who, being upon his oath, aaith, that he bai 
]ived with his Rojal Highness abo^t 15 years, and 
has known Sellis about nine years ; of the time; 
that he has frequently met him at Windsor, Brigh- 
ton, Oatlands, and other places ; but seldom saw 
birn io LfOndon. He was upon very good terms 
with him, but not very intimate with him ; says 
that, as far as he knew of him, he was a very 
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quieti orderly, and sober, man. Inforniant far- 
ther saith, that, about twelve months ago, he 
was in company with Joseph Sellis, at Windsor, 
when he appeared dissatisfied of the Duke of 
Cumberland, saying: that he wished to get t 
messenger's place; and, that if the Duke had 
spoken a good word for him, he was sure he could 
have got one for him ; and that, if he, Sellis^ 
could get another place in three months, he would, 
leave his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumber- 
land ; and that, if he was a single man, and had 
not a wife and family, he would leave him direct- 
ly ; and farther said, that he was upon ill terms 
with Neale, the other valet, and that he was so 
great a scoundrel, he could not bear to live with 
him. Informant said to him, it was very hard 
for a person when he lost one place to get ano- 
ther, particularly as he was a foreigner ; and he 
advised Sellis to consider of it. The conversa- 
tion then ended, and informant has not heard 
him talk in that way since. That the last time 
this informant saw Sellis was on the 19th of this 
month, at Windsor, but he had no particular 
conversation with him, at that time: he complain- 
ed of being ill, and said he had laid in bed all 

Sunday. 

R GRIVEL 

Sworn before me, the 
1st of June, 1810. 

J. Read. 
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.Middlesex. — The Information of Margaeet 
Jones, one of the Housemaids in the service of 
his Royal Highness (he Duke of CviABE.ViLA.tii>, 

Who, beiog upon her oath, saitli, that she has 
.lived, in the service of the Duke, about 14 weeks : 
that it is her place to make the butler's bed, the 
housekeeper's bed, Mr, Sellis's bed, and her own 
ibed. There is a spare bed where the adjuiant of 
■his Royal Highness's regiment used to lie, and, 
when he has slept there, she has had that to make; 
that she has made Mr. Sellis's bed twice this week, 
but does not recollect to have made it before, ex- 
cept that she might have made it once when she 
first came. Mr. Sellis never asked her to do it 
till this week ; he always asked Sally to make it, 
and informant beUeves she did make it : inform- 

I ant farther saith, that she has looked at the Ian- 
tern which was found in the closet of the room, 
I but says, she never saw it before, and never sav 
Mr. Sellis with any lantern : informant says, that 
.•he was in the housemaid's room on Wednesday 
uight about eight o'clock, Sarah Varley and Sa- 
rah Tetherhead were there when Mr, Sellis came 
in, and desired informant to put his sheets on his 

tbed, as he should sleep there that night ; saying : 
the Duke was going to Windsor in the morning. 
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That she afterwards made his bed, and about 
nine o'clock she saw him go into the Duke's room 
to dress the Duke, the informant then being ia 
the page's room. Informant says thaty about a 
quarter past ten o'clock^ she was in Mn SaHsbu* 
rjfs {the Duke's steward) sitting-room^ to get it 
ready for the morning, lest it should be wanted 
before slie was up, (Mr. SeUis having said that 
the Duke was going to Windsor in tlie morning), 
and, as she was emptying the wash*band basidi 
Mr. Sellis went into his own room, and she then 
asked him if the Duke was going to Windsor early 
in the morning: Sellis answered her, that the 
Duke had said so in the morning, but had not 
said any thing about it in the evening. The door 
of Mr. Salisbury's sitting-room opens opposite the 
door of Mr. Sellis's bed-room, and was wide open: 
Sellis was in his own rooniy undressing himseif to 
go to bed ; he had got off* his coat and waistcoaty 
and his shoeSy and the curtains of the bed were 
undrawn, ready for him to get into bed. Says^ 
that she saw Sellis undraw the curtains : both the 
doors of Mr. Seliis's room were open whilst she 
was speaking to him; Sellis then wished her ft 
good night, and shut the door opposite Mr. So^ 
lisbury's room, but she did not hear whether he 
bolted it or not : informant says that, after she 
had finished what she had to do in Mr. Salisburyli 
room, she went up to bed : informant farther says 
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^at, about half-past eleven o'clock she was awoke 
lut of her sleep by Ann, the kitchen-maid, who 
leeps in the same room with informant, and w&s 
then coming to bed, and asked her what she had 
leen walking abont the passage so long for: in- 
'ormanc told her, that it was not her ; she said it 
Iras very like informant's step, and that it was 
feome person shuffling along in old slippers^ and 
gone up the stairs, leading from the kitcben^ to 
the page's room. 

The mark x of MARGARET JONES. 



(woni before me, the 
' 1st June, I8I0, 



i 



KruDEESETc. — Hie Information of Ann Rud- 
DucK, Kitchen-maid to his Rayal Highness tits 
Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon her oath, saith, that she has 
Sved with his Royal Highness about 12 months; 
that she has seen Mr. Sellis carry a dark lantern ; 
it was about three weeks ago, as near as she caa 
recollect. — Informant was going up stairs to bed, 
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and Mr. Sellb was coming from his bed*room } it 
was a little before eleven ; he was going down 
stairs ; she says, they wished each other good night 
as they passed ; tlie lantern, which he had in hit 
handy was a round dark lantern, and she has seea 
him once before with the same lantern, but does 
not recollect when. Informant says that she waf 
in a room adjoining the kitchen, on Wednesday 
night, a little before eleven ; Mary Saxby was witk 
her, and they heard a noise, made by some per* 
son, in the passage adjoining the room where they 
were, sitting, and they thought Margaret was not 
gone to bed ; but, upon going up to bed after* 
wards, she found her asleep, and she has not dis- 
covered who it was that she heard walking about ; 
all the women servants were then in bed except 
herself and Mary Saxby, and she believes all the 
men also, except those who were out with the 
Duke. 



ANNRUDDUCK. 

Sworn before me, th« 
1st June, 1810, 

J* Read. 
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Middlesex. — The Information of Sarah 
Wilson, 

Who, upon her oath, saith, that she lives with 
Mrs. Combe, wife of Mr. Alderman Combe, as 
her maid, with whom she has lived ten years ; that 
about the year 1796 (to the best of her recollec- 
tion as to the time), she left England in the ser- 
vice of John Barker Church, then of Berkeley- 
square, Esq. and sailed for America ; a man 
named Joseph Sellis, an Italian, and whom she 
believes, from what she has heard, to be the same 
person that has since been in the service of his 
Boyal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, went 
iirith them, in the capacity of valet to Mr. Church. 
They arrived at New York, and Joseph Setlis con- 
inned in the service of Mr. CImrch about a year 
Uid a half, when Mr. Cliurch discharged him, 
luspecting that he had robbed his desk. She says 
;hat Joseph Sellis remained three weeks in the 
lervice of Mr. Church after the robbery, before 
Mr. Church accused him, Mr. Church having 
;xamined all the servants, to endeavour to find 
nit the person who had committed the robbery, 
ind Sellis assisted his master in so doing, without 
my suspicion alighting upon him at that time, 
tnd during the inquiry no person was accused. 
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The habits of Mr. Church were to have Joseph 
Sellis sit up for him whenever he went out ; but 
when lie^taid at home be used to have his night- 
gown and slippers after supper, and send Sellis to 
bed. After all attempts to find out the robbers 
had failed, Mr. Church recollected, that, on the 
flight the robbery was committed, he had sent 
Joseph Sellis to bed, and after that be had fallen 
asleep in the parlour, and had beeu awoke by a 
noise which occasioned him to rouse himself, and 
be then got up and went to bed ; and tlie recol- 
lection of this circamstftnpe led Mr. Cburcb to 
suspect that Joseph Sellis had come to see wbetfacf 
be was gone to bed or not ; and it was the oesi 
day morning when Mr. Church beard his dcgk 
had been broken open and robbed* Mr. Chjureb 
upon thi;s accused Sellis as being t^e person who 
had robbed himi but had i^o prppfe against hini» 
except finding a hammer in his possessjoq, th^ 
claws of which fitted the niarks which were madi^ 
in the desk. Sellis answered, that he did not 
mind Mr. Church's accusation, as be knew him- 
self to be innocent, and appeared very calni» 
and seemed to care nothing about it. Mr. Church 
not being satisfied with his denial of the robbe^F, 
turned Sellis away. Informant says, there was. 
an examination of Sellis before a magistrate 4|;. 
New York ; but nothing came of it, as there WiSUb 
no proof against him, ami Sellis was not put ii^tft, ^ 
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«iy confinement. This informant farther saitb, 
ihAt, soon afler this, she heard from Mr. Philip 
Church ihat Joseph Sellis had left New York 
and was gone to Piiiladelphia, and this informant 
flays, she has lost sight of Sellis from that hour ta 
this, and alie has never since seen him. Infor- 
mant farther iaith, that she hath often heard 
Sellis say, whilst in Mr. Church's family at New 
York, when sitting at table in her presence, damn 
the English King and all the Royal Family, the 
Government, and all Kings, and it is a pity that 
they were not done away with ; and that he said 
it in a most malicious voice and looks. Many 
Arguments arose upon this wliich occasioned him 
to damn the Almighty ; and she believes him trt 
fiave been a very morose, malicious, man, and 
*ery inveterate against tliis country. Informant 
iaith that, whilst Sellis was at New York, she 
heard that he had been paying his addresses to 
some English woman residing in England, and 
that he thcu kept up correspondence with her, 
m^hich occasioned this informant to deal favour- 
ably by him, thinking that, by marrying her, he 
imight become reformed. Informant saith, that 
she has been led to understand that he was living 
rjn the service of one of the Royal Dukes, but did 
jiot hear which, and that he had married and had 
children, but she has never seen him since he 
Jeft Mr. Church's service in America j says it may 
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have been six or seven years ago since she first 
heard that Sellis was living with one of the Royal 
Dukesy and she has frequently inquired after Sel* 
lis from the Royal servants when the Prince and 
the Duke of York have been at Mr. Alderman 
Combers beef-steak dinners, but never could hear 
of him by that time ; the reason she never men« 
tioned the character of . Sellis to ^ny one particu- 
larly was* thinking that his marriage witl) an 
Englishwoman, and the number of years which 
had elapsed since he was in America| bad altered 
his character and habits of thinking, and she ne? 
ver even mentioned it to Mrs. Combe until ybe 
told her what had happened in the Duke of Cum« 
berland's family. Informant says that she is not 
acquainted with any of the domestics of the Duke 
of Cumberland, nor any of their connections. In- 
formant saith, that she never recollects having 
seen a man of the name of Ferdinand Burzio eithef 
in America or in England. 

SARAH WILSON. 

Sworn before me, the 
3d June 1810, 

J. Read. 
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tfiDPLESEx. — The Information of Mahtha 
! Perkins, wife of John Perkins, both 

Servants to John Barnard, ^sq. of Great 

Q,ueen-slre€t, Lincoln's Inn-fields, 

Who, upon her oath, saith, that she went fromEng- 
[and to live in the family of John Barker Church, 
in America, and found Sarah Wilson and Joseph 
Sellis there, and she recollects the circumstance 
of Mr. Church having been robbed, and that 
Sellis was accused of it and turned away in the 
manner that Sarah Wilson has described it; and 
informant farther saith that she has been present 
and very frequently heard Joseph Sellis say. Damn 
the King and all the Royal Family/ of England, 
and she once heard hiin say that he was the man 
■who had ihvQXcn the stone at the King in going to 
the House of Commons. Inforuiant says, that she 
left America in the year 1799, and never saw 
Sellis until about six years ago, when she first 
met him in Gerrard street ; she just stopped and 
spoke to him; she told him she had heard that he 
lived with one of the Royal Family ; he answered 
that he did, but he did not say with whicli, and 
she did not ask him ; and slie says she never 
knew which of the Dukes Jie lived with until she 
heard it from Sarah Wilson yesterdaj'. Infoimauc 
says that she met Sellis again about three years 
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ago in Oxford-road ; they stopped ana inquired 
after each other's health, and informant asked 
him if he lived in the same place ; he answered 
he did) but did not tell her where it was nor with 
whom he lived ; he was dressed in plain common 
clothes both times when she saw him ; says that 
she heard some time ago that Sellis had married 
an English woman, but does not recollect who 
told her^ or how or when she heard it ; says she 
thought him a very improper man to live in the 
Royal Family, but she forbore to mention what 
she knew of his character and conduct, because 
he had married an English woman, and she did 
not like to do him an injury ; and she hoped tht^ 
from the circumstances of his having connected 
himself with an English woman, that his manners 
and character altered; does not think thatshs 
should have mentioned it now if Sarah Wilson had 
not called upon her to do it Informant saith that, 
knowing the former character of Joseph Sellis, 
she was not so much surprised as she would 
otherwise have been, had she not known it> when 
she was told what had happened, on Thursday 
last, in the t)uke of Cumberland's family^ 

MARTHA PERKINS 

Sworn before me, the 
3d June. 1810, 

J. R£AB. 
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ifiDDLESEx, — The Information of Robert 
. LuTMAN, of Norton-SiTtet, Fitzrotf-Square^ 
L Cheesemonger, 



P 



k Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he knew 
X>seph Seltis, who hved with his Royal Higliness 
the Duke of Cumberland, and has known him 
for about fifteen years. Informant says, he theo 
was living with Mr. Clmrch, in the chaiacter of 
groom, Mr. Church then lived in Sackville- 
Street. Sellis was then out of place, and, there 
being' a French cook and a French butler in Mr. 
Church's family, Sellis came to visit them, and 
informant, inthat manner, becameacquaiuled with 
him. Mr. Church moved to Berkeley -Square, 
and afterwards went out to America. Whilst Mr. 
Cliurch lived in Berkeley-Square, Seliis came to 
live with him as his valet, and, iu the month of 

flftrch, 1797, went, with the family, to America, 
nd ctintiiiued in Mr. Church's service at New 
York, until the latter end of the'year 17.98. In- 
formant says that a person, named Ann Wilson, 
was, attliat time, living with Mr. Church, and 
Martha Williams, who has since married a man 
tamed John Perkins. Informant says, that he 
Ices not think tliere could have been a man more 
lisaftected to the goverament of this country 
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than Sellis was, and also to the Royal Family. 
He has heard Sellis frequently say, Damn the 
King and the Royal Family ; .and once heard him 
aay that he was the man who had thrown the 
stones at his Majesty as he was going to the 
House of Commons. Informant says, he has 
never seen Sellis since he left Mr. Church's ser- 
vice, in America : says that about five years ag<ii 
Joseph Orpwood, a fellow-servant of his, whom 
he lived with at Mr. Church's, called upon him, 
and told informant that he had seen / Sellis, and 
that he Uved with the Duke of Cumberland, 
informant says, that he expressed great surprise 
to Joseph Orpwood, that such a rascal as Selfis 
could get to live with the Duke of Cumberland, 
and wondered who could have given him a cha- 
racter, this infonnant believing him to be a veiy 
unfit man. from his disafiected character, to live 
with any of the Royal Family. Informant s^ys, 
that Sellis was suspected of having robbed Mr; 
Churches desk, and, on that account, Mr. Church 
turned him away; and this informant sayd, he 
has never seen him since, but he believes* him to 
be the same Joseph Sellis who has lived with his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland. 

Robert Lvtm an. 
Sworn before me, the 
5th of June, 1810, 

J. Read* * 
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MiDBi-EsEx. — The farther Injormation of Saiiah 
L Vaklet, House-maid, 

'- Who, being upon her oath, saith, that about 
eight or nine months ago, when Mr. Imms was 
living with the Duke in the capacity of sle\vard, 
4ie missed a poker, that was btlonging to the 
ge'a sitting-room, for several days, and during 
tfie time it was missing, Mr. Neale asked her 
^ftcr it three or four times, and she could give no 
iccount oi' it. When, about three or four days 
^er it had been missed, as she was making the 
^d of the page in waiting, and pulling out the 
bedstead, a poker fell from behind the bed, and 
;hinks it fell upon her foot ; it either fell upon her 
fcot or on the floor, slie cannot recollect which, 
ihe says that she picked it up, and placed it in the 
page's sitting-room, where it belonged. She does 
lot recollect whether she told Mr. Neale that she 
found the poker again, or whether he asked her 
about it, but she is very sure that tliere was some 
conversation between her and Mr. Neale about 
the poker, after it was found, but the particulars 
af it she does not now recollect. Nothing since 
lias passed about the poker till yesterday, when 
§he was in the page's sitting-room. Mr. Salisbury, 
Hthe Duke's Steward,) Mr. Neale, Mrs, Ward, 
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and Mr. Paulet, were present; something was 
said upon the bad conduct of Sellis, when she re- 
collected the circumstance of the poker, and 
thought it right to mention it, and she related it 
in the Same way she has done now, and said 
-nothing mor^ about it Informant farther sadtb, 
that, at the time she lost the poker, Mr. Sellis wias 
in waiting. Informant farther saith that, a ft* 
days before, or a little time after, she missed the 
poker, she discovered (as she Mras making the 
bed) a little pistol wrapped up in a imall gntn 
bag, hanging at the head of the bed, which ratbnr 
alarmed her, lest it might have been loaded. ' She 
did not mention this to any on^ rx6t even to die 
maids down stairs, and it continued hangii^ 
there at intenrals, until within this fortnight or 
three weeks, and, since that time, slie hais not sUn 
it, and does not know who took.it away, notdiA 
she ever mention the circumstance till last nigb(^ 
when Mrs. Neale said it belonged to Mr. Sellis; 
but before this time slie thought the pistol be^ 
longed to j\f r. Neale. 



SARAH VARLEY, 



Sworn before me,, the 
1st of June,. 1810. 

J. Read* 
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Middlesex. -r-TAe Information iff Jami^s Pal- 
let, one of the Pages to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon his oath, saith, that he was, 
ast night, in the page's waiting-room, Mrs. Neale 
ind two maids were there, but does not recollect 
^hat any man was there besides himself. Sarah 
Parley was one of the maids, and who mentioned 
che circumstance of a poker having been mislaid 
i[Ome months ago, which' she said she had dis* 
covered, a short time afterwards, behind the bed 
3f the page in waiting, and she also said, that (a. 
^ort time either before or after it) she had dis* 
covered a pistol hanging at the bed's head in a 
s^mall bag: informant says that, upon hearing 
this, he recommended it to her to mention every 
thing that she had seen, as it was right every 
thing she had seen should be now properly men^ 
tioned, and soon afterwards he bade them all a' 
good night, and went home without hearing any 
observations being made to it ; and does not re- 
member whether Mrs. Neale said any thing or not 
in answer to what Sarah Varley had said about* 
the pistol. Informant farther saith that, about 
three weeks ago, being in the page's waiting- 
raom with Mr. and Mrs. Neale, a conversation 
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took place upon somethiug that had passed be- 
tween informant and Sellis in the morning; it 
related to a- push that Sellis had given him; and 
informant says, that he said he did not hke things 
done between joke and earnest, and Neale said, 
you don't know Sellis ; you have not been here 
long enough. It then occurred to this informant, 
that he had once seen a pistol behind the head of 
the waiting- page's bed, and he then told Mr. 
Neale that he had often thought to mention it to 
him, but had always forgot it, and added, that he 
was sorry he had not taken possession of tiie 
pistol, and that, if he thought that any such thing 
were there then, he would not sleep in the room. 
Neale then answered, in the presence of his wifi^ 
that he (Neale) would not sleep without it, and 
there is one there now. Informant then said, for 
God's sake fetch it out ; which Neale immediately 
did in the presence of his wife, and said there it 
is, and I keep that for my safety ; it was in a bag 
— he, Neale, then locked it up in a glass-case, 
which stands in the page's room, and of which 
Neale keeps the key, and this informant believes, 
from what the girl mentioned last night, that it 
must have been the same pistol which she had 
seen : Neale went on to say, that as you (mean* 
ing the informant) don*tlikeit, you had better 
not mention any thing about it : informant said 
afterwards, that be detested having any fire-aniii^ 
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(his room, and if any thing of that sort hap- 
med again, he would tell the Duke of it. 

JAMES PAULET. 

Sworn before me, the 
1st of June, imo, 
J. Read. 



IDDLESEX. — The Information of Corw. 
^Neale, one of the Valets of his Royal High- 
nesa the Duke of Cumberland, 

Who, being upon his oath, saith that, about 
line or ten months ago his character had been 
ttacked by Joseph Sellis, (one of the other 

tges,) before the Duke of Cumberland, by 

illing him a thief; and he also made other 
iharges against him, which were afterwards in- 

istigated by Captain Stephenson, Major Thorn- 
on, and Mr. Watson, and found to be untrue j 
^t, notwithstanding which, he (informant) dis-. 
lovered an evil disposition from Sellis towards 
him ; that he thought it right to hang a pistol at 
the head of his bed, in the waiting-page's bed- 
room ; it is a small, double-barrelled, pistol, and 
was kept loaded, and hung in a red bag on the 
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bed^poat Inforfnaot saya the pnttol h kis, ini 
he believes it to be tjn^ a^toe pi«tol M bftd bcff 
described, by Sarah Varley, in her examination, 
and that he placed the pistol there to protect him- 
self; and says that it has col!Stantly Iiung there 
until within these three weeks, aa weU wheiithe 
other pages slept there as when he slept there hia> 
self, it being the bed-room of the waiting-page 
on duty. Informant farther saith that, about 
three weeks ago, hearing from Mr. Paulet, one 
of the other pages, that he disliked to have the 
pistol there, he took it away and loeked it up il 
a cupboard ii^ the page's waiting-Toon)»^ whMs it 
bas been ever since# 



CDENEUUS N:EAIE 



Sworn before me, tiie 
1st of June, 1810, 

J. R^p. 



AN ACCOUNT OF 

THE CORONER'S INQUEST, 



On the 1st of June, an inquisition was taken, 
fcy Samuel Thomas Adams, Esq. coroner of the 
king's household, and the verge, on view of the 
^>ody of the deceased, at the apartments of his 
Royal Highnesss the Duke of Cumberland, in 
the Kitchen -Court, St. James's, when, after a 
long investigation, the jury brought in a verdict 
of— Felo-de-se. The following is a list of the 
|)ersons sworn on 

THE JURY : 



Francis Place - - 
Thomas Noble - •• 
John Wall - - - 
John Thomas - ^ 
Thomas King - - 
John Brookes - - 
Joseph Ingleton - * 
Thomas Woolbert • 
Stephen Tapster - • 
Joseph Fuller - - * 
Richard Whitmore < 
Rabert Kell - . - - 
Thos. Alex. Harvey, 
James Grey - - - . 

John Horseman - 
Francis Welch - - • 
William Wright - • 



- Charing-Cross, Man's Mercer, 

DittOy Ironmonger* 

Ditto, Boot-Maker. 

DittOy Butcher* 

Ditto, Man's Mercer, 

Ditto, Silversmith. 

Ditto, Carver and Gilden 

Ditto, Hatter. 

Ditto, Victualler* 

Ditto, Hatter. 

Ditto, Bookseller. 

Ditto, Tallow-chandler. 

St. Martinis Lane, Bricklayer. 

- Charing-Cross, Grocer. 

Ditto, Coffee-H6use-Kcepcr. 

Ditto, Victualler, 

Ditto, Baker* 

£ 
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A LETTER 



TO 



W. I. Esq. 



Dear Sit, 

YOtT are pleased to call upon me 
for some correct account of the latd attempt to 
assassinate the Duke of Cumberland. And your 
politeness accompanies this request with an 
apology; but you have more reason to expect 
obedience than to sue for pardon on such an oc-* 
casion. For you observe, with truth, that not only 
events in general are magnified or diminished by 
distance and repetition, but that the most common 
occurrences of life are subject to misconceptioqi 
and mistatement This event, however, far from 
being common, is so singular in its nature, and 
dark in its designs, that it would be matter 
of real surprise if it did not give birth to erro- 
neous opinions. The motives of your inquiry 
therefore, and the interest which it seems to ex- 
cite in your part of the world, would insure my 
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attentidn to such solicitations from a stfatigef J 
but, from you, requests are commands, which gifc 
pleasure in the perfbrma&ce. 

My proximity to this scene of blood and 
treachery has enabled me to avail myself fully of 
the opportunity afforded to the public during se- 
veral days. I have endeavoured, therefore, to 
develop the leading circumstances; and, for 
your satisfaction, I transmit a Plan of the Duke's 
Apartments, and shall enter into some detail. As 
the chief agent in this murderous scene exists no 
more, no simple view could be taken of the object 
through the medium of the crimmal : we must inves- 
tigate it in its various circumstances and relations. 
But, in reality, it is circumstances that give the dis- 
tinguishing colour to human actions ; for by their 
discriminating effects, in human concerns, we ar^ 
rive at truth : and, without the aid of circumstas* 
ces, we must oflen remain without chart or com* 
pass, port or pilot 

The facts which I communicate are, I believe, 
correct ; and, if the observations be erroneous, I 
am alone responsible for them ; for I have neither 
authority nor mission, but that which you wew 
pleased to confide to me, — to communicate tbt 
truth. 

The Duke of Cumberland, being President of 
the Royal Navy Asylum, dined, on the 30tli olr 
May, with his Majes^ty's commisjsioners and: thtb 
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♦fficers of tliftt establish me nt, at GiTCtiwich. 
On his return to St. James's Palace, in the even- 
ing, he dresaed to go to a public concert. SelUs 
Assisted to dress his Royal liighness, but \va» 
dispensed from farther attendance that night, at 
jsearly half-past nine o'clock, as he had com- 
plained of indisposition during some days. The 
page in waiting for the night was Mr. Neale. As 
■oon as the Duke relumed home frnm the con- 
ftert, and retired to bed, about twelve o'clock, 
Neale did the same. The Duke's bed-room, 
marked A, contains an alcove marked B, where- 
in stood the bed of his Iloyal Highness, and 
Ithich is separated from the bed-room of thi 
page in waiting, marked C, by a brick wall.* 
5Tie communication, however, between the Duke's 
ind the page's bed-room is through a passage, 
0, wherein there are three doors, 1, 2, 3, noticj" 

* It had been tappvicA tbat tbey bsd been sernrated by % 
wooden parliliuTi, But ll appears now tbat a wull divi<les lbeni| 
which is so liiick thai » person having gone into tlic Duke's bedr 
room, uiid made considerable noise, was scarcL'ly hi:ard by 
another, in Neale's bed-chamber, though listeninij on purposed 
This accounts clearly for Ncale not having heard the attack made 
OB the Dake, and who was also aslerp at the time. 

^t The loc1(9 of these doors have common spring boits, whicli 
Kre all turned by handl«, except one; and this one, instead' df 
being opened by a handle an ihe uuiside toward the page's rnotii,- 
h opened by a key, which remained cotistaorly in ibo lock ajl 
tight, for the purpoK of the page^ entraoCe, if noeessary, 
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of which was locked at night The other soto 
door of entrance £L from the house into the Duke's 
bed-chamber^ was always locked at night 

The Duke having been some time asleep, was 
suddenly awakened, about a quarter before three 
o^clock in the morning, by sensations, as if struck 
by a bat, or something similar, on his head ; but 
the repeated blows of a sabre soon made him 
sensible that he was in the hands of a murderer. 
His bed being inclosed in the alcove, Q. left 
him no alternative but to rush on the dangen 
Resolute and vigorous, he defended himself witl 
his naked arms ; but his sight not being good, 
and the room being nearly dark, as there was only 
a small lamp burning at a distance on the hearth, 
and behind a horse covered with clothes, he 
could not discern apy thing but sudden gles^m^ 
and flashes^ probably of the brandished sabre : of 
it may have been a scintillation of the eyes, which 
arose from the blows received by his Royal High- 
ness. In his exertions to defend himself, be 
once caught the sabre, which had been rendered 
as sharp as a razor some days beforet* T\xe asr 

* Some sabres of the Duke's regiment having been submitted 
to the examination oi his Royal Highness, they were ordered ;l7 
him to be sent to Prosser, the sword-cutler ; and, by mist^ke^ hi| 
Royal Highnesses sabre was sent with the others. When it wai 
returned, its extreme sharpness was remarked by one of thi 
Duke's gentlemen^ who observed, th^t if a blqw ^pu)d b| 
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,^3sia, by drawing it through his Royal High- 
Bess's band, cut the flesh entirely open tliat con- 
aects the fore-finger with the thumb of the right 
jhand, and likewise the fingers which were closed 
upon it; such wounds rendered it impossible for 
tlie Duke to hold the sabre. His Royal High- 
jaess, having raised his left arm to protect his 
bead, received a wound on the joint of the left 
jlPrist. He also received another severe wound, 
Iffhiie endeavouring to defend himself, across the 
^eudons and sinews on the back of his right band. 
Jle received altogether three wounds on bis 
lieck, one on his head, five on liis right hand, 
Ipne on his left arm, one on his left wrist, one 
en his leg, and one on his thigh. Having got 
put of bed, and turning to the door. Ko. J, 
■which opens into the passage leading to the 
page's room, and calling for assistance, the as- 
sassin made a last cut at him. This blovv first 
wounded his Royal Highness on the thigh, and, 
after wounding liim, cut a piece out of the door, 
by which the sabre was bent. The curvature of 
the sabre fits exactly into the incision in the door ; 
and, as it is the point of the sabre that isbent, it 
is possible this last effort to destroy the Duke was a 
iruatmade at him by the assassin, and not a cut. 

ith i(, the edge must be turned. AntJ liis remark was 
fied, for its edge is completely turned in various places, 
tfa^ blowt receive^ ly ibe Duke, 
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The . Duke baving opened the dcx)r8, 1, 3, S, 
^ud calkd Neale, the assassin beoame alarmed, 
and fled for. his safety. Neale joined the Duke 
instantly, and, entering, with his Royal High- 
ness, into his bed-chamber, he perceived the sole 
door of thoroughfare E from the Duke^s cham- 
ber open and exclaimed, " tlie assassins are still 
in the apartments." Rushing to the fire-place, F. 
he seized the poker : then advancing: towards the 
open door £ to pursue the murderer, he trod 
npon the naked sabre, G. which the assassin had 
cast fronk him in his flight. Neale snatched it up 
to pursue the murderer; but the effusion of blood 
from the Duke's \vounds became so vast as to 
make it necessary to call for instant assistance, 
and to rouse the servants. The Duke and Neale 
descended directly down stairs, by the double line^ 
passing through 1, 2, 3, hh. KK. Neale entered 
the porter's apartments, to rouse hiln. The porter, 
being, awaked suddenly out of his sleep, and 
beholding Neale pale agitated and exclaiming 
V The Duke is murdered,'' and standing with 
a bk)ody sabre in his hand, and the Duke ap- 
pearmg iii a bloody shirt with the blood streaming 
irom every wound, he began to scream with hor- 
ror. A scene so frightful, and so unexpected, was 
sufficient to overawe the alarmed spirits with 9X\ 
impression of sometl^iug rather visionary tt|an re^U 
Orders were instantly givenL by the Duke, that 



AK ATTSMPT TO ASSASSINATE. 73 

the two doors of the house should be strictly 
gui^rdod, a^nd that no person wliatever should be 
suffered to go out. Faint, through loss of blood, 
His Royal Highness directed Sellis, who was his 
favourite Page, to be called to his assistance. The 
servants run by the great stairs K. through 
the gallery LL. and by the lobby M. to the 
door of Sellis's room N. They knocked vio- 
lently at his door, N. which was fastened ia« 
side, ^nd cried out, '* Sellis^ the Duke is mur^ 
tiered," but : no answer was returned. Sellis's f^ 
oily had apartments in another part of the palace^ 
near the King's publiQ room^, where he slept 
when he was nqt in waiting. There is a pas^^ 
sage to the King's public rooms by the gallery 
LLPPP. from the Duke's house: across which 
ther( is a baize door^ QQ. that is always kept 
lockedi, apd. far which Sellis and tlie Duke's 
housekeeper alone bad key a. The servants, not 
being able to pa;ss this way to Sdlis's apartmentsi, 
desired the Jager to go di^wu stairs, and cross 
through the courts to Sellis's apartments, in order 
to hdng him to tbb Duke : he accordingly went 
down^ but, not knowing U>^ way perfectly, ho 
l-ejwn^d. The Duke's porter then went, and 
taking some of (be guards \yith him, he sta^ 
tioned them a,t the door„' under the arch-way^ 
between the Lord Steward's Court ar\d the 
KitcJxenrCoL^rt; and,eutering tbU door, ascended 
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himself by the common staircase^ which led to 
the apartments of Sellis and othen in that part 
of the Palace. He knocked at Sellis'a door, and 
asked for him ; one of Sellis's children answered 
and said, that he had slept at the Duke's the night 
before, in order to attend his Royal Highness 
early to Windsor. Sellis himself had also told 
some of the Duke's servants that he should go 
to Windsor in the morning. 

The porter, having returned from Sellis*s family- 
apartments, went and knocked again at the door 
of his chamber N in the Duke's house, but no 
answer was given. He then went around with 
the servants, through the gallery LL. across the 
lobby of the great staircase R. and by the doors 
SS and T. following the dotted line to the right- 
hand, in order to get entrance into Sellis's cham- 
ber by another door U. On approaching this 
door, they heard a strange gurgling noise mixed 
with a sound of agony ; and coming near to the 
door, from which there is a descent of three steps 
into Sellis's room, the sound became more hor- 
rible. Some of them, alarmed, cried out, '* Good 
God, they have murdered Sellis also; they are 
still here, let us get assistance,'' and ran back 
in terror. They hastened to the Kitchen- Courts 
and called the guard, who entered the apartments^ 
armed. Proceeding to Sellis's room, they found 
him with his throat q\xt entirely across^ and deeply, 
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the bone ; his body warm, and the blood still 
frothing in his throat. It was evident this horrid 
yet had been Just committed with a bloody razor 
v. which lay near the bed, on which he was 
Btretched. All tiie apartments were searched 
most carefully by the guards and servants, witli 
;he view of finding the murderers; but in vain. 

Such is the detail of facts. It may now be sa- 
tisfactory to enter into the circumstantial and per- 
gonal evidepce in this case, in order to decide 
iwhethtr or not Sellis was the unjjrateful monster, 
ivho, having first attacked the life of his royal 
Jiene factor, then turned his muideroua hands 
>)lpon himself, and became his own executioner. 

After the most thorough investigation made by 
Jhe coroner, the jury, and other persons, there 
peems not to be a shadow of doubt that Sellis was 
%he murderer. It appears that tlie Duke had dis- 
pensed with his services for the niglit, at nearly 
Jialf-past nine; but Sellis, notwithstanding, did 
pot sleep in hig family-apartments, near the King's 
public rooms. He framed, as a pretence for sleep- 
ing in his chamber O. at the Duke's, that he was 
pommanded to attend his Royal Highness the next 
piorning to H'indsor. This M'as, however, false ; 
^r the Duke had never spoken to him on the sub- 
ject, nor had his Royal Highness any intention 
'\phatever of going to Windsor. Besides, Sellis 
'^id not strip and go to bed as he usually diti* 
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on such occasions, in his chamber at the Duke's. 
He was found murdered, lying outside the bed* 
clothes, and dressed, with the exception of his 
coat, cravat, and slippers. And from the evi- 
dence of those circumstances, and the depositions 
of the servants, it is demonstrable that Sellis was 
the intended assassin of his royal master, and 
the actual one of himself. 

The night before, at about a quarter past ten 
c^clock, while Margaret Jones was occupied in 
W. the room of Mr. Salisbury the steward, 
Sellis was in O. his own chamber opposite, and 
the doors of both N. and X. were open. She 
had previously put water into the ewer of bis 
wash-hand stand: he desired her, however, to bring 
him some water. She thus found the ewer ha(d 
been emptied, but where was not known, for there 
was no appearance of his having used it. He 
had probably, therefore, poured it into the bottici* 
which was afterwards found in the place of his 
concealment. She brought more water, -and Sellis 
took off his coat and shoes, drew back the cur* 
tains, and the clothes of his bed. And, as it 
might be supposed he was then going to undress 
entirely for the purpose of getting into bed, he 
wished her good night, and shut the door of his 
chamber. But when he was found murdered, ha 
was outside his bed-clothes ; he was also dressed, 
with the exception, before stated, of Ids qoali 
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cravat, and slippers. And it was clear that lie 
was murdered in this dress ; for the stream, issu- 
ing from his throat as he lay horizontally on hia 
back, formed one complete mass of blood from 
his neck to his knees. His arms and hands were 
stretched straight down by his sides, without 
the least appearance wliatevcr of his having 
itruggled with any person, and the bloody razor 
lay open on the ground, about two feet from his 
bed-side. The drawer of his bureau, which he 
had opened to get the razor, remained open with 
the key in it; tlie razor-case lay open in the 
Tawer, with one razor deficient. That he mur- 
^red himself, therefore, after an attempttomurder 
the Duke, is beyond doubt: and it will appear 
evident from further circumstances. 

Sellis's coat was thrown across the back of a 
ihair, at about six or seven feet from the head of 
tis bed, and was spotted with large drops of blood. 
if he had gone to bed with his coat oiF, and had 
leen murdered by another person, how came Sellis'a 
loat to be bloody ? And, since bloody, how canw 
t to be spotted and stained with large drops of 
Wood ? For the blood, which evidently issued 
from his own wound, exhibited one continued' 
tfream, and formed one condensed mass or sheet 
>f blood, which covered him from his neck to 
ilb knees. Besides, if the blood had even issued 
from his throat otherwise than it actually did", 
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it could not have reached so far as where the coat 
lay on the chair; and if it had reached so far, it 
could not have done so without the interveniDg 
space of the floor, between the bed and the chair, 
being marked by the commencement or gradual 
cessation of the blood issuing so far. And^ besides, 
if it had reached so tar, without any such interme" 
diate marks from increase or decrease offeree, it 
could not have possibly affected his coat as it 
lay ; for the bloody side of the coat was- inward, 
as the coat was thrown across the back of the 
chair ; and the side outward, next to the bed, had 
no blood upon it. It is therefore clear and in- 
controvertible, that this blood on his coat neither 
was, nor could possibly have been, blood that 
flowed from his own wound. Whence then did 
it come? Certainly from the wounds of the Duke: 
during his Royal Highnesses exertions to defend 
himself, and the tossing of his bleeding hands and 
arms: which were likewise covered with bloody 
streaming from the wounds on his head and neck 
Ilis blood flew eight feet high around the walls of 
his bed-chamber, besprinkling the portrait of Pi- 
chegru and spotting other pictures with large drop§ 
of blood, precisely in the same manner as SelliB"^ 
coat appeared. They were like effects from like 
causes. And Sellis was demonstratively the aar 
sassin who, having first attempted to murder the 
Duke, afterwards destroyed himself. : 
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Had any other person been the assassin, he must 
liave been found, for he could not have escaped by 
either of the two doors into the Kitchen-Court. 
t was utterly impossible he could have done so 
wfore the alarm was given, for the doors were 
locked ; and it was equally impossible he could 
jave done so afterwards, for the doors were 
(trictly guarded by centinels. There was, conse- 
quently, no other way of escape left, but, either 
put of the gallery -windows into the Kitchen-court^ 
■where the centinels actually were, or out of the 
drawing-room windows into Cleveland - Row. 
put, in such an event, a window must have beea 
Eft open by the fugitive; which, however, did 
lot happen: and, indeed, either way escape was 
mpracticable and impossible. 
'■ Now it is obvious the assassin could not have 
leaped after the alarm, the door having beeu 
guarded by centinels: neither can it be supposed 
chat he escaped by any mode whatever before the 
arm : for no assassin could have had time to 
lurder Sellis, in the period between his flying 
from the Duke's room and the alarm being given, 
without the servants having either caught or heard 
him. Whereas there was no noise, no struggle, in 
eliis's room, when the alarm was given ; nor 
■ere Selhs's expiring agonies heard until some 
"time after the alarm. It is clear, therefore, that 
the assassin could not have escaped out of the Pa- 
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lace, either before the alarm or after the aktm, Utl« 
til the search was made. And when the Search 
wag made, it proved vain. Theassasaiii also could 
not have murdered Seliis before the attack on the 
Duke, otherwise Seihs's agonies of death would 
have been terminated long before the time they 
were heard to commence. For his head had been 
nearly severed from his hody« It seems incon'* 
trovertible, therefore, from the combination of 
circumstances, that Seliis was the assassin who 
attempted the Duke's life, and that there could 
be no other who destroyed his own. 

This act of suicide appears likewise, from the 
circumstances of the case, to have been coin* 
mitted during the period that the servants were 
going from the door of his chamber, marked N» 
by the letters M.LL.R.S.T. : and along the dotted 
line toward the right, to the door marked U. in 
order to get entrance into hischamber by this latter 
door; having knocked for that purpose in vain t( 
the former, both before they went to search fof 
him at his family apartments and on their re^ 
turn. For, all was quiet in his chamber when they 
knocked the first and last time at the door N. 
But while Smith was knocking loudly, the last time 
at Seliis's door, with the handle of the sword^ 
Mrs. Neale happened to stand opposite to thef 
point ; he desired her to step aside, or, perhaps^ 
i^he might be wounded btf the mord. Mrs. NealU ^ 
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replied, finding it vain to knock longer, " Let us 
go round to the other door." Sellis, who heard 
these remarks, was thus informed of the servants 
"being in search of him, and armed. But while they 
ivere going round, it is evident he committed 
"the atrocious act on himself. For, on approach* 
5ng the door U* that horrid noise alarmed 
the servants, which was occasioned by the im- 
:mediate operation of his breath on the blood is- 
suing from the immense wound in his throat. 

This circumstantial evidence, also, is further 
corroborated by the satisfactory testimony of 
"various persons ; and by the proof of unerring 
facts. The nicrht before the commission of these 
atrocious crimes, Thomas Strickland, under butler 
to the Duke, carried his Royal Highness's cup, 
to place it on a stand at his bedside, at nearly 
eleven o'clock. But, on entering the Duke's 
aroom, he found Sellis in it. He was not sur- 
prised, however, to see him there, at so late an 
liour, as he did not know but he was in waiting. 
The fact was, however, that he had been dis- 
missed for the night, and had no business there, 
and was not in waiting. As Strickland carried 
in the drink, Sellis looked steadfastly at him, 
ind smiled, but in a manner that he did not 
understand.* Sellis had some white linen in 

* Strickland says the smile was most extraordinary; and it* 
aade such an impression ou him, that he inteuded to tell Rich* 

V 
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his handy which circumstance it is necessar 
bear in mind : but neither of them spoke to 
other. Strickland went away, and left Sell 
the Duke's bed - chamber A. It is of im[ 
ance to observe here, that Strickland saw i 
in the Duke's room, at near eleven o'clock: w\ 
as Margaret Jones had seen and conversed 
him in his own room, at a quarter past ten o'cl 
at which time he partly stripped himself, pret 
ed to go to bed, wished her a good night, 
shut his door. Instead, however, of going to 
it appears that he took off his clothes for the 
pose of putting on others, for his horrid w 
He had worn, in the morning, a dark-colo 
coat and pantaloons ; he changed them for ai 
blue coat, and an old light - coloured pai 
stocking web pantaloons, which he had thi 
aside for nearly a year before. It was in this 
dress he made his murderous attack on the D 
and, with whose blood, it was covered in nume 
and large spots. But, without doubt, it 
Sellis's original design to have changed 1 
clothes, and put on the same again which he 
worn in the morning. He had not, how 
time to effect this. And, to be caught in 
bloody dress, would have been nearly the i 

(U*(lson of it, if he had seen him before he went to bed« 
ardsoii wa« aootber of the servants with whom Stricklaud | 
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as to be caught in die bloody act He, therefore^ 
determined to destroy himself. 

Sarah Varley, house^maid to the Duke, stated, 
that between nine and ten o'clock she took off 
the bolsters, which ornamented the Duke's bed 
l>y day, and placed them the preceding night 
in a press Y. which is in the closet Z. within 
the Duke's bed-chamber. She locked this press 
Y. leaving the key in the door, as she did every 
night, and there was nothing in the press besides 
these bolsters. On searching the rooms in the 
Thorning, when the alarm was given, there were 
found in this press these bolsters rolled up so as 
-to form a seat, on which someone had sat; a pair 
of slippers, with Sellis's name written inside, in 
Sellis's hand-writing ; the scabbard, belonging to 
the'Duke-s sabre which the assassin had cast 
4iway from him after his murderous use of it ; a 
dark lantern, and a bottle of water. The lantern 
was probably to afford him light for his ulterior 
vietvs, after he had successfully executed his 
bloody purposes. The bottle of water was pro- 
bably to refresh himself, if overcome by agita- 
tion, or, if faint, while shut up in so small a 
space as a press, of twenty inches wide, waiting 
for the dead of night, and brooding over the 
murderous deeds he was about to execute. The 
bottle, which contained the water, was one of 
the bottles used for lavender-water, which had 

F 2 
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probably been bought for the Duke's use : and it 
was, into this bottle, most likely, that Sellis, hav- 
ing emptied the water, M'hich Margaret Jones had 
previously put into his ewer, then asked her for 
more. Sarah Varley deposed she had seen a 
lantern, like to that found in the closet, in Sellis^s 
hand, once or twice, in the gallery, and also 
standing on the dressing-table. Sellis's wife de- 
posed, that Sellis, on quitting her the night be- 
fore, took liis clean linen with him ; and Thoma 
Strickland deposed^ that Sellis had some white 
bundle in his hand when he saw him in the 
Duke's bed-chamber. This was probably bis 
clean linen, which he made use of to roll the 
dark lantern and water-bottle in, for the purpose 
of concealing them, until he took his place in 1 
the press, where he locked himself in. For the 
key was found inside the dour next mornings 
whereas Sarah Varley swore she locked the door 
when she put the bolsters in, between nine and 
ten o'clock, the night before, and, consequently, 
the key must have been then outside. Sarah' 
Varley also deposed, that she had shut all the 
doors of the different rooms, except the door 
U. the night before. But, on the alarm being 
given in the mornings the doors of every room 
but one were open, from the Duke's bed-cham" 
ber to Sellis's room : and all the doors were 
marked with blood the whole, way of the a&< 
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-^sassin's flight. But only these sides of the 
doors, \vhich were next to the Duke's bed- 
chamber A. were thus marked with blood; 
on which it was necessary the assassin should put 
his hand, in order to open them in his flight to' 
. Sellis's room O. On descending the steps aa. 
into Sellis's room, the assassin smeared the door- 
post, broadly, with blood, on the right-hand 
side. Sellis was a right-handed man,* and the 
•doors being narrow, the bloody cufF of the arm, 
which he had used in the attack on the Duke, 
might have rubbed against it, in his hurry, while 
rushing into the room. It appears, also,^ that 
Sarah Varley closed all the shutters the night be- 
fore; but the next morning the tops of the two 
remotest shutters' cc. dd. of the drawing-room 
DD. were found open, so as to give light at the 
two extremities of this long room ; and the upper 
J)arts of the shutters in the other rooms. This 
Hvas done, obviously, to facilitate escape from 
the Duke's chamber to Sellis's. The line drawn 
from the press Y. where he concealed himself, 
until he issued forth, to his royal benefactor's bed 
fi. to destroy him in the midst of sleep, shews this 
assassin's short passage, from the intended scene 

^ Sellis was equally adroit with his left hand in the use of a 
razor: it was his office always to shave the Duke: had his ma* 
lignity no object but the destruction of his Royal Highness, ht? 
Wd it daily in his power to execute such intentions* 
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of murder to the place of real execution O. where 
he inflicted an awful punishment on himself, by 
self-murder. Ann Rudduck, and Mary Saxby, 
deposed, that, after all the servants had retired to 
rest, they had been frightened, while sitting b^ 
low stairs, by the tread of a foot. They went up 
stairs to Margaret Jones, after eleven o'clock, to 
ask if she had been below : but finding her in 
bed, they told her that they had heard some 
person shuffling about, as if walking in slippers, 
and hoped no one had got into the palace, 
There was a small oil lamp that always burned 
below, during the night ; this was carried away, 
It was found, however, on the following morn» 
ing, in the page's room, EE. next the Duke's 
bed-chamber; but it was not known by whom it 
was brought there. Ifc M'as said, that Sellis, pe^ 
haps, had taken it to pour the oil out of the lamp 
into his dark-lantern. It appears, also, that the key 
of the press, in which he concealed himaelf, was 
fresh oiled ; and likewise the kev of the door E. 
out of the Duke's bed-room : and no one in tlK 
house knew of those keys having been oaled 
Sellis, very probably, oiled the key of the pre»«, tt |]] 
order that he might open it unheard, to proceed 
to his murderous work; and it is not unlikely that 
he oiled the key of the Duke's bed-room also^ji 
in order that he might unlock it unheard, before L 
he began the intended assassination, with.a view|(| 
of facilitating escape, in case of his failure.^ 
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If circumstances and facts and the concurring 
testimony of dift'erent witnesses have any weight 
in the scale of human judgment, those now be- 
fore us seem conclusive. This man's pretence of 
going to Windsor, wliich was never intended by 
the Duke; his having been seen in the Duke's 
room after he was dismisseJ, and where he had no 
business that night; bis pretence to go to bed, 
by drawing back the curtains and the bed-clothes, 
under which, however, he was not found, nor had 
he even undressed himself for the purpose of go- 
ing to bed ; his slippers, with his name written 
inside, left in the press ; also the lavender-bottle, 
with the water probably of his own ewer, left in 
|he press; likewise the dark-lantern which, the 
laid deposed, was like to that she had seen in 
is possession before, being found in the press : 
[so the scabbard of the sabre, which was cast 
way by the assassin, being found in the press, 
e facts which, when considered separately 
id collectively, form a combined and sohd 
lasis of conviction. But there are still additional 
ircumstances, strongly demonstrative of this 
tan's guilt.* That press also was the sole place 

* It appears, that, Sellis had taken out tiis watch and huog 
up ill his room, probably that tiie ticking of it should net ha 
brd, while he sale silently, so many hours, in the press, which 
IB near to the Duke's bed-chambci and water-closet, and be- 
'een both. 
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wherein he could have concealed himself: which 
is a circumstance that could have been known 
but to some inmate of the Duke's house. And, 
likewise, if he had not concealed himself there 
before the Duke went to bed, he could not 
have entered the Duke's chamber afterwards; for 
the door E. was always locked on the Duke's 
going to bed. And the other sole way of en- 
trance must have been through the page's room, 
EE: and across the page's bed-room door ff, 
close to the page's bed gg: and by opening thet^ 
three doors, 1, 2, 3. To have got entrance by the ti 
door E. would have been impossible ; and to ^ 
have attempted it, through the page's room, by ii 
opening first a door hh into the room EE : then tl 
passing by f f the page's door, which was always tu 

• 

open : and page's bed gg where he lay at the mo- es 
ment; and then opening three doors into the Duke's pi 
chamber: would have been difficult and dangerous, tt 
It is tolerably clear from these facts that th^fki 
assassin knew the apartments perfectly. And it is in 
farther evident, from the following circum^ance; li( 
though he was in terror and dismay, yet he fled out t( 
of the only door by which he could have escaped^ ll 
notwithstanding there were three other doors i 
the room. His flight, however, led to his disc 
very ; for his bloody hand upon the doors, point 
cd out the way he went, to the spot, where he &C 
vpon himself the mark of murderer. 
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It is obvious, however, that Sellis had no in- 
ention of destroying himself at first. For, it ap- 
peared, that on coming to his room O, he had 
irashed his hands. The water in his bason kk 
/as discoloured with blood, and even his nail- 
brush. It was clear, therefore, that, when he did 
his, he had no design . of murdering himself: 
ut, it was necessary, perhaps, according to 
.whatever had been his premeditated ultimate 
urposes, to take the blood off his hands. This 
aused, however, a little delay : and, during this 
ime, the alarm approached his chamber. The 
srvants knocked at his door N, but received no 
nswer. It may appear, on examining the plan, 
hat when the servants receiving no answer re- 
amed down stairs, Sellis had an opportunity of 
scaping by opening his chamber door N, and 
assing the lobby M, along the gallery PP, and 
hrough the baize door QQ, of which he had the 
ey. But the servants imagining Sellis was not 
1 his bed-chamber agreed at his door, whereby 
e heard what was uttered, to take this very way 
osearch for him in his family apartments. And, as 
his was the sole way by which he could have fled, 
hey must have thus intercepted him in his passage 
ut of the palace, if he had attempted to escape by 
neans* of the baize door and down the common 
tairs, into the arch-way between the courtsof the 
»alace : and if he had fled to his owq ap^rtments,^ 
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he would have been equally caught. Escape, there- 
fore, was entirely cut off. But when they re- 
turned from his family apartments, and knocked 
at his door N. a second time in vain, and then d^ 
termined to go around to the door U, which pro- 
position he heard also, he became desperate. He 
was alarmed at the entry of the servants into Ik 
chamber; for they must have found him with all tbe 
tnarks of murderer about him : his coat being co- 
vered thick with spots of blood. Detection ther& 
fore being inevitable, and escape impossible, he 
opened the drawer of his bureau ii, which con- 
tained his dressing things ; and taking out a WM, 
which had been formerly given to him by the DiM 
he made a desperate effort to destroy himself; bni 
failed. He cut however through the uumenM 
folds of his cravat; but afterward taking off hii 
cravat and probably his coat, both of which he 
threw aside, and placing himself on his bed, ht 
then, with a violent exertion, almost severed hi 
head from his body, and dropped the razor tl a 
from his hand, close to the bed. I tl 

That this man had a different end in his atroci-| a 
ous views is without doubt. He endeavoured, hof-l I 
ever, to cast a mystery over them by various pifrl I 
meditated means. But they are obivous throttgli|] 
the light of human testimony, the combinsLtion 
circumstances, and the coincidence of facts. Wi 
need only open our eyes to let the proo& rush i 



til 
hi; 
k 
k 
su 

til 

to 

li- 
ve 
ac 
fill 

?e 
to 

v' 
al 
Hi 
tl 
a: 



AN ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE. 91 

vith conviction on the understanding. His hos- 
ility towards Neale was steady, uniform, and 
jnabaiing. He was urged by hatred without 
bounds ; and his jealousy seems to have been a 
fury to tormept him, io long as he viewed Neale's 
superior appointments. Driven on by such incen- 
tives, he produced charges against Neale, sufficient 
to ruin him, had they been substantiated. But, 
being fully examined, they fell to the ground. 
Thus, instead of destroying Neale, he began the 
woik of his own destruction ; for, in place of an 
iccuser, he exposed himself to the reprobation and 
ihame of being accused for having brought char- 
ges without effect. This, no doubt, added ragC 
to disappointment, and fresh fury to his jealousy, 
whic^h could not tolerate that Neale should have 
all the perquisites of the Duke's wardrobe, and he 
none ; that Neale's wife should be housekeeper to 
the Duke, and his wife have no place ; that Neale 
tind his wife should have apartments in the Palace, 
and his fi^mily none; while he had reason to think 
that he was himself the favourite page. Having, 
also, been once discharged and then taken back, 
be was thus enabled to form some judgment of 
the estimate set upon his services by the Duke. 
Under all these circumstances he importuned his 
Jloyal Highness for the favour of apartments iu 
the Palace, urging, that he was paying ^30 per 
aunijm for a residence in Duke-street. His Royal 
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Higliness indulgently gave him apartments in the 
Palace, with coals and candles. Sellis next T^ 
quested a messenger's place, but he did not ob- 
tain it. He then asked for a housekeeper's place jiia 
in the Palace for his wife, but he did not obtain 
it. lie then asked for a sinecure, but he did not 
obtain it. His requests, in short, were so nu- 
merous and repeated, that his insatialnlity oc- 
casioned one of the Duke's gentlemen to tell 
him, that if his Royal Highness gave him Pafllliis 
Mall he would ask for Piccadilly, and if he gave jpu 
him Piccadilly he would not be satisfied withoat 
Bond Street. This affords some picture of the 
boundless nature of this man in all his pursuit^ 
whether objects of reason or of the passiom: 
he knew no limits to stop the completion of 
his purposes. An implacable hatred of Neak fop 
nished an endless subject for abuse or criminatioiL 
Having failed in every effort to ruin or remove 
him, such disappointments seem to have inflamed 
his vengeance to a degree, that, to destroy Neale 
would have been a paramount indulgence above 
every sense of every other interest. For not only 
failure, in his diabolical plan for that purpose, wai 
destruction ; but success ruin, unless robbery wai 
also in view. To murder the Duke, however, iit 
a manner that Neale should atone with his blood 
for the crime, seems to have been this man's prc^ 
meditated design. But the Duke was only se^ 
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mdary in this view. His Royal Highness was 
only the means for the accomplishment of ven- 
geance and punishment on Neale. Sellis might 
have heen supposed to be attached to the Duke, 
of whom he spoke witii affection and solicitude ; 
but of Neale never, except in terms of hostility 
and hatred. To be revenged on Neale, therefore, 
there was no sacrifice too great for such a monster. 
And, certainly, if he had escaped undiscovered to 
his apartments, after murdering the Duke, im- 
putation mubt have attached to Neale, who was 
the page in waiting for the night, with his room 
Contiguous to the Duke's bed-chamber, and the 
doors unlocked. Whereas, Sellis would have been 
mpposed to liave slept in a remote chamber, and 
with the Duke's door locked against him. But, if 
Sellis had also intentions of robbery, as some at 
present conceive, and his past conduct warrants 
the opinion, then his passions and his interests 
Went hand in hand. For, if he liad succeeded in 
Carrying off the Duke's box, or rather its valuable 
contents, of which both he and Neale had keys, 
lie would have enriched himself, and have heen 
free from all engagements, to go and enjoy his 
plunder in another country, which he could not 
!)ave done in safety here. 

Seiiis had come from Lord Mount Edgecumbe's 
service into that of the Duke; but, previous to 
his engagement with Lord IVIouutUdgecumbe, he 
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had served Mr. Church, in America. While he 
was there his master was robbed of a gold 
watch, a diamond pin, and a sum of money, 
which were taken out of his desk* And, in o^ 
der to impress Mr. Church with an opinion, that 
the robbery was not committed by any person in 
the house, the plate was collected and tied up, ai 
if the robbers had intended to carry it ofl^ but 
were alarmed and left part of their booty behind 
No person, however, appeared more active than 
Sellis, on this occasion, to find out the robbers. 

But, Mr. Church, being in the habit of sleep- 
ing in his chair, was awaked by some person 
stealing softly into his room while he was asleep. 
The man was approaching ; Mr. Church started 
up, and found it was Sellis. Examining carefiillf 
into this matter, he discovered that Sellis had con« 
cealed himself until he supposed his master was 
asleep, and then proceeded to steal into the room. 
Mr. Church, consequently turning those circum- 
stances further in his mind, his suspicions fell on 
Sellis, with respect to the robbery. He proceeded, 
therefore, to search his trunks, and a hammer 
was found in Sellis's possession, the claws of 
which fitted exactly into the indentures madeifl 
the desk by the exertions used to force it ope& 
Sellis was, notwithstanding, extremely cool when 
accused of this crime. He was taken, however^' 
before the .magistrates of New York, and cx«" 
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mined ; but the proofs were not thought sufficient 
^ warrant public punishment, though no one 
oubted his guilt. After this he quitted Anaerica 
nd returned here. 

There is a degree of coincidence in the circum- 
tances which occurred in Mr. Church's house 
nd in the Duke's apartments. The ingenuity of 
cUis's pretences to baffle suspicion, by aiming at 
tie thing in appearance and doing another in re^ 
lity, is remarkable in both places. He pretended 
e was to go to Windsor, that he might have a 
eason for sleeping at the Duke's. And Margaret 
ones who had not been in the habit of making hit 
>ed, was asked by him to make it that night, befoK 
►ther persons ; with a view, no doubt, that they 
night all bear witness to the fact, if necessary. 
-ie afterwards pretended to undress, and stripped 
iff his coat before Margaret Jones, to go to bed ; 
vhereas his object was totally different. So while 
it Mr. Church'^, being dismissed by his master 
or the night, he pretended to go to bed. But 
le had other intentions. He went and con* 
pealed himself uvitil he thought ^11 had retired to 
•est: then stole into the apartment, where his 
naster was asleep, for the execution of his pre- 
meditated design. But he was foiled : his mas- 
:er awoke, and saw the villain. His schemes, 
liowever, were deeply laid ; and his precautions 
in this instance, bear resemblance to the prejiie- 
ditated circumstances in his last effort. 
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Mr. Church's residence consisted of a doublf 
housCy containing two rooms on a floor, with a pas- 
sage or lobby between them. Sellis took the pre- 
caution to lock the two doors which were the prin- 
cipal entrance, and through which, in case of 
alarm or suspicion, his pursuers most probably 
would have come. Though he had thus guarded 
against pursuit, he did not confide, however, to 
this single security, but provided for escape by 
other means. He left open a third room, by the 
other stair-case, which communicated with s 
drawing-room that had a balcony, from this he 
had easy access into a yard, which being inclosed 
only by a low wall, he could have got over it 
without the least difficulty, and would have then 
been in the open street/ In his escape by this 
track he could not have been intercepted but 
by way of the kitchen ; and before a pursuer 
could have followed him that way, he must have 
opened a door that was always barred, bolted, 
locked, and chained; and which must have 
therefore occupied so much time as to give 
sufficient opportunity for escape. He pretended, 
however, that his anxiety was extreme to find out 
the robbers at Mr. Church's; and, that the 
plate was tied up in a cloth in order to be carried 
away by them. Whereas, there was no doubt 
but he was himself the robber, and that the plate 
was tied up by him to baffle suspicion. In each 
of the two places, instead of retiring to bed, he 
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[Stele to a lurking hole, where he concealed him- 
self until the dead of night, and then crept forth 
for his diabolical designs. But, the tread of his 
foot in America having not only rendered his 
dark designs abortive there, but led nearly to 
detection ; the recollection of this fact caused 
him, most probably, to shun such consequences, 
by approaching the Duke without slippers. 

Sellis, when in A'merica, boasted he was the per- 
son who threw the stone at the King. The man, 
however, who flung the stone at His Majesty as 
he came from the House of Commons was taken 
up. But, there was a stone flung also at the 
King as he came from the Play-house, which fell 
into Lady Harrington's lap. This may have been 
the proud boast of such a monster, who indulged 
himself in America, not only in unavailing curses 
against the King, and the race of Kings; but ia 
most horrid blasphemy and execrations against 
his Maker. 

The heart sickens while contemplating such 
senseless depravity in a human being ! But, Pro- 
vidence, in his justice, has withdrawn this creature 
from the earth, whose bad designs, though long 
premeditated, and deliberately executed, in order 
to insure success, all became the means of his failure 
and self-destruction. It was thought extraordi- 
ptary by many, that this man had not used a 
Ncnife, or stilletto, or some short weapon, such as 
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are die general instruments of murder in hm te« 
live land and the neighbouring countries. Btit^ 
an over-ruling Providence seems most visibly to 
liave interposed. Probably^ this creature caku- 
lating on his own safety, and dreading if he 
missed his first blow, to come withia the igrasp 
of the Duke's arm, the superior strength of 
which he feared, preferred the sabre to any 
short weapon, in order to be out of his Royal 
Highnesses reach. Yet, the length of the i&stru- 
ment, in which this murderer confided, teaded to 
defc*at his diabolical designs. . Fbr, when he le* 
veiled his first blaw^ which .he intepded to be 
final to his royal master's existence^ the length of 
the sabre caused it to. strike agaiAst the ftetrwork 
fringe which hangs in festoons from the cpr ni<!C 
of the bed. The blow cut fiway the tas^eK but 
this impeded the stroke, diminished its force, and 
changed its directioti. For, instead of strtking 
the Duke's head perpendicularly, as the blow wa> 
aimed, and which, if it had taken place, would 
have cleft his head in two, it fell obliquely. But| 
though the Duke's head reposed on a soft pillow 
which yielded to the pressure of the blow, 8n<lt 
thaugli the blow fell obliquely and was dimi-' 
nished in force, still it cut through not onty i 
fillet wadded : with .cQttoti, but ^ handkercbiefi- 
bandeau, and produce^ an* exfoliation of three 
pieces from the jakulU... Hatl not those: infipcdl- 
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lUpts intervened, his first LIow might have betft 

last, as it would certainly liave proved fatal,, 

|, has been stated that Sellis, probably, reroti 

Wting that the noise of his step had baffled his 

l^dnight attempt in America by awaking his 

faster, took otf his slippers and left them behind 

ta.4;he place of his concealment, in ocder lo ap- 

Igoachi h|s inurd^musw^trk, unhciird. . j^t, hi« 

Mtton turned to his detection::, for.he fprgQt that; 

^ naipe was written inside, of them, ajijj that, 

Ipve^-ihaod, which he raised qgajnst.his masT 

f^W^ thus bore tieBtimony against him ^ tl^e 

IPfssin. 

|,It has been also stated, that SelUs had even the 
[^caution to strip himself before a witness, undec 
|e pretence of going to bed ; with a vie\v, nt^ 
pubt, of proving Iiis innocence afterwards, Bu^ 
f the testimony of this witness, substantiating 
p fact, and the time iji which it took place, 
Ijj^mely, atabout a, quarter past ten, it appeared 
^8t he dressed himself again, and went after- 
^rds to the Duke's room, where he was seea 
|d left by Strickland at about eleven o'clock, 
^d, probably, on Strickland's leaving the room, 
|f shortly after, Sellis went and concealed him- 
^f in his lurking hole. It appeais also, lhat» 
il^icn he stripped himself, under pretence of going 
Pi bed,, his real object was to change his ordinary 



clothes. And the morive for this seems tolerali 
evident; lest they should be stained with btoal 
He, therefore, put od some of his cast off clolhl 
for his murderous work; intending, no doubt, 
resume his former dress, afier the horrid da 
was executed. But this deep precaution turn! 
also to his destruction. For, so keenly and i 
stantaneousiy was he sought, by the servants, 
come to the Duke's assistance, that he bad neith 
time to resume his ordinary dress, nor even 
get rid of the dress which he had put on for t\ 
purpose of murder. He had on the light colourt 
pantaloons when he destroyed himself; and t 
blue coat was flung, by him, across the back of h 
chair, covered with the blood of his master whit 
cried out against him for vengeance and for n 
trihution. 

Even the attachment of the Duke to this tat 
Jed to his discovery and destruction. For, will 
faint and bleeding from numerous wounds ia 
flicted by him, his Royal Highness desired fail 
to be called to his assistance, in whose servici 
he had chief confidence. But this confidcw 
became instrumental to his detection. For th 
monster of ingratitude being thus caught in h 
own snares, by the servants who went to ci 
him, he inflicted an awful punishment ( 
himself, cutting himself off in the midst of I 
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After this horrid event it was thought proper 
lo Examine this man's papers, and, aiso, to ascer- 
tain it" he had the key of the haize door ; because, 
if he had, it was evident no other persons had 
^sed that key for the purpose of escape. The ex- 
imination of his papers, and the search for the 
key, was made by the Coroner; at which hi* 
ftoyal Highness the Duke of Sussex and the 
Rev, Dr. Clarke, who is domestic chaplain to the 
Duke of Cumberland, were present. Neale being 
lUo present, when the accusatory letter against 
lini was fonnd and partly read, he expressed his 
Ineasiness at such a letter going forth among 
persons to whom he was unknown. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex in- 
formed Neale, that it was necessary to read all 
stters found in Sellts's possession; and, it was 
larticularly requisite, the coroner and jury should 
lave full knowledge of such a letter as tliis, which 
ended to shew the nature and (!is])osition of the 
nan. It was also remarked to him, by Dr. Clarke, 

;at the strongest refutation of the charges con- 
fined in this letter was their own inefficiency, 
liuce Neale had remained undisturbed in his Royal 
Highness's service, as if no sucii letter had been 
Sver written. Neale said he was sensible of the 
fcrce of those reasons; but he could not help 
feeling the injustice of such imputations, con- 
Acious as he was of his own innocence. After a 
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loQg, and useless, ^se^rch for the key :of ^e bai 
door, Neale wasdesired, by bis Royal Hignessj 
Duke pf'Sussex, to search Sellis's pockets. Ne 
a|>proached the dead-body of Sellis, who exhibi 
a most frightful spectacle^ as he lay stretched 
the broad of his back, on the bed, covered wit 
sheet of coagulated blood from ~ his neck to 
knees, his throat gaping wide and horrible, a 
his face pale and livid. Taking the dead body 
his enemy by the hand, he raised its arm ; he h 
Sellis's hand in his : and, looking stedfastly on 
bloody corpse : he said, emphatically, " God f 
give you: you dug a pit ^ for others and* h; 
fallen into it y9urself." Never was a truth m 
cwfully exemplified. Murder, and vengeai^e 
others, u:erc his object, yet he^ alone, becapie 
dreadful victim of both, and himself the exe< 
tioner. Neale felt Sellis's breeches pockets, 
ternally, for the key ; but so hard was the strat 
of coagulated blood, that he could not perce 
it The key, however, was in his pocket, i 
was afterward taken out, which proved that 
persons had obtained this key, for the purposi 
f scape through the baize- door. 

This horrid event appears to have been the i 
act of this man, both in plan and in executi 
but whether his object, according to the opini 
of some, was solely murder, or, according 
others, robbery and murder, is a circumstance! 
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f.Bo importance. lu both case«, as Keale was> 
ficlose waiting, and slept in an apartment con- 
iHOus' tu the Duke's, and with the doors itn- 
cked between Uiem ; it" Sellis, after committing 
lis act, had retired to his bed-, whicli was re- 
0te in the palace fron\ the Uuke's chamber, and 
llh doors shut and locked between the Duke 
M him : it is not difficult to decide that the 
ime would be more imputable to Neale than 
jUis. Seilis's conduct, liowever, was so subtile 
id artful, as to throw nmch mystery over his 
i(|chi nations. During the hour previous to the 
eecutloii of those deeds of darkness, this man's 
Ifcparent coolness and tranquillity, while his heart 
tfts actually glowing with the thoughts of murder, 
Jifii'Qnderful. He idolized his children and his 
jtfe ; his time and his aifections were devoted to 
hem ; DO man cpuld liave been fonder of the 
toe, or loyed the other more, without interrnp- 
ioa of affection. Even tlie night of this awful 
Btastrophe, he remarked to his wife that sbe had 
y,ten but ap indifferent dinner, *nd should have 
pjn^thing nice for supper. Having bought some 
fpal, and, being an admirable cqqK, lie dressed 
1, cutlet, and sat down and ate it, in appa- 
f^t happinesE, with hi^ wifb and family. 
If) all tlie ease of domestjq comfort and con- 
f^reation, having before remarked the kindiie:is 
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of the Royal Family to her and her childien, 
(whose condescension was most gracicm8» and 
their benificence large); he desired her to buy 
some new articles of dress for herself and children, 
before the birth«day, as they should all stand in 
the passage of the palace, where the Queen and 
Priucesses pass ; and he gave her money for the 
purpose. After supper he got up, and, seemingly, 
in perfect tranquillity and happiness, kissed his 
wife, as was his usual custom when going to sleep 
at the Duke's, and wished her good night. What 
expressions can describe the unparalleled hypo- 
crisy of such a being, whose heart, at that mo- 
ment, meditated such bloody events. But die 
principles that lurked in his nature, and which 
were previously known to the domestics of Mr. 1 
Church, and now stand testified by their late de- 
positions, did not escape entire observation. On 
the morning of this monstrous deed, one of the 
gentlemen of the Duke's household had occasion 
to wait upon a personage of great rank, at an early 
hour. He was asked if he had heard of the dread- 
ful event, which was rumoured to have taken 
place. Ue said that he had not, having come 
directly from his own house, but begged to know 
what it was ? Being informed that an attempt was 
said to have been made to assassinate the Duke 
of Cumberland by one of his servants : With 
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an exclamation of horror, he replied, "if such 
an attempt has been made by any of the ser- 
vants, Sellis is the man !" 

The revolutionary principles of this man, with 
respect to government and religion, are ftilly 
lubstantiated by Mr. Church's servants. It ap- 
jKars that Sellis was intimate and closely con- 
KJcted with a Frenchman, who was a cook in the 
lervice of one of the Royal Family. TTiis man 
ras a notorious Jacobin, and would have been 
Iraosporied out of this kingdom, but he engaged 
iimself in the service of Mr. Cliurch, and went 
o America, at the same time that Sellis accom- 
tenied Mr. Church. This Frenchman and SelHs 
toaiesced in all the principles of hatred of Royalty, 
latred of established order, hatred of religion, 
latred of every thing that was moral. But Sellis 
lad a peculiarity of temper, which has been men- 
loned by liis fellow-servant, who lived mostly 
with him, as they both accompanied their mas- 
er in his various journies through America. He 
ras quick and violent in his fieclings, yet cold, 
loncealed, and treacherous in his habits. His 
el low-servant's remark is, " that though he was 
Bery, he was extremely sly, and would do things 
. a manner, and at a timti, thi^t they would 
:ver be thought of." Sellis seems to have re- 
mbled the volcanic productions of those cii- 
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mates M^hence he dame ; ithMCi heart tt fii 
aqcl head is supw« ' >.r^ 

It is said by some persons, that he was a nati 

^f .Sardipia : it was said by himself that he w^' 

na.tive of Corsica. The circumstance is of so i 

por.tance, however, but to his couQtl7» whi 

thus escapes the disgraceful ^eftainty «f bei 

parent to such a mQpster. He vfts qne of t) 

class, which is r^sUei^ for change, in hopes, li 

others of the revolutjionary gapgi. tn start fr< 

obscurity into splendour, and to obtain; diatincti 

without merit. The first efforts of. jthia tribe 

always to hide their want of consequence, ioJ 

vain glory of belonging tq the new sect; whici 

rendered immortal by inianiy : whose lead 

being converts of Kouaseiu, and disciples 

Uelvetius and Voltaire, subtiliased themselves i 

savages. But, thank God ! The morals of ( 

England, though blighted at one monient, 

some few of its branches, by a pestilential b 

from France, are still sound in the * rabt* . 

prefer rational liberty, and rational r^ligi 

to the codes of madmen, an4 'the systems 

atheists ; We fear God, ^kwe our King, 

uphold the constitution, i^ntain the laws,. 

verencc the clergy, respe<j*thc nobility, aw 

just to all men. This * is'^dfe 'creed of Old E 

land, in the -native plaiprtBss and honeaty; ol 

policy, in the native sin$licity and directnd 

its understanding. 
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But nature shrinks at the scene of perfidy, ma- 
lice, and murder yrhich now stands disclosed 
before us 1 ^ow immetise tJi^ Iqst of blood and 
revenge. !; Whfp we Qpii template this monster, c^l-i 
cnlatipg, weighing, ^ividipg in the scale of hor-« 
rors, so much crime, to prqcpre. so much ven^e-? 
ance-^When we ; view him spilling atid wa* 
/dang ; through thft l?lood of one to Secure, and 
gla^ himself with the bl0od of anQtheB-?-What au 
cticpenditure of treachery and horrible ; inhuma* 
i^ity ! A spectacle ]i]iQ this, affects the mifld with 
i)nda^choly^entjm;ent% upon the un^able condi*^ 
tipn of thipgs^ aftd. the tretneAdous uncertainty of 
'^^viman. blessing?, i Such everits .furnish an awful 
Wesson; sutiii^^Pft tp silarm the. most unthinking . 
ii^ta rcfleptipi^. . : 

< It is a spbj^qt of melancholy and frightful mc^- 
^itatipn 4;q contemplate human nature, coming 
neac to the cold malignity of a wicked spirit 
When man will not hear the loud knockings of 
^on^ience at bis breast, nor see any way to his 
imagined good but by that of evil : when the 
compunctious visi tings of nature ^re without 
ipower to appal his heart: whbn its high protest 
is vain against murderous speculations, at which 
** the face of heaven glows with horror and indig- 
iiation ;" awful and gloomy is this picture of man. 
Happily, however, such black and dismal effects 
arc not without relief, from the consoling liglrt of 
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human virtues. Respect for human nature, and 
the homage which we owe to moral and natural 
obligation, call upon us, therefore, to do justice 
on such an occasion to the high and amiable 
qualities of humanity, in the exemplary conduct T 
of the Royal Brothers. I' 

The language of nature is intelligible to all:^ 
but never did it speak more forcibly to the heads 
and hearts of men ihan in the ardour of fraternal 
solicitude, and the united aflfections of all those 
Royal Personages, on this melancholy occasion. 
The Prince repaired at an early hour to St 
James's, as soon as he heard of this horrid event; 
and when he beheld the deplorable condition of 
his brother, the feelings of his nature did honour 
to his heart He instantly invested himself witb 
the whole charge of every concern relative to 
his brother, and the communication of the 
dreadful tidings to his Majesty. He had ik 
Duke conveyed in the evening to Carlton-House^ 
v^here he became himself his attendant, and a 
most affectionate, vigilant, and tender attendant; 
who, lest he should disturb his brother by the 
least noise or movement, generally approached 
him without shoes or slippers ; and constantly 
assisted at the painful operations of dressing his 
wounds, whose exquisite sufferings frequently af* 
fected the Prince to tears. 

These feelings are truly amiable^ It is upoa 
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[«uch a Stock of tenderness nature ever grafts the 
lilder virtues ; and with that elevated sentiment, 
the inbred grace of life, they become the guardian 
of its affections and the monitor of its duty. For 
Jwhile the heart owns, the understanding ratifies, 
5r their influence. From such sensibility of principle 
fever flows that best balm to the afflicted, the con- 
solation and the sympathy of friendship. The 
Duke has experienced this in the tender solici* 
tude, fraternal feelings, and most vivid glow of 
affection in the Prince. He must be in the 
Duke's heart to the very last beat. 

I am, 

pear Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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